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Sketch of the Life and Character 
of Dr. Solomon Williams. 


HE duties of Clergymen 

are so uniform—and the 
incidents in the lives of those 
who faithfully discharge those 
duties are so similar—that the 
particular events in the life of 
such a character are soon for- 
gotten—while the errors of one 
who has wandered from his du- 
tyare long remembered ; asa 
torrent which has destroyed the 
labors, and ruined the hopes of 
the husbandman is remember- 
ed, while the mild showers, 
which fertilized the earth are 
forgotten. But although all the 
information relative to the sub- 
ject of this sketch, has not been 
obtained, which was wished, 
Perhaps the following account 
May be gratifying. : 

The Rev. Solomon Williams, 
Was born on the 16th of Janua- 
Ty A.D. 1701. His father the 
Rev. William Williams, origi- 
nally from Roxbury in the state 
of Massachusetts, was settled as 
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a minister in Hatfield—His mo- 
ther was the daughter of the 
venerable Solomon Stoddard, of 
Northampton, whose praise is 
in all the churches. 

Under these parents he had 
the benefit of pious examples, 
added to the weight of religious 
instruction. At Harvard Col- 
lege, he received all the advan- 
tages in his education which the 
first seminary of an Infant coun- 
try could bestow. By indefati- 
gable application to study, he 
became a distinguished scholar 
in the liberal arts and sciences < 
and ip 1719, he received the 
honors of college. Having 
been early impressed with the 
truths of religion, and the value 
of immortal souls, he devoted 
himself, not from necessity, but 
from choice, to the study of di- 
vinity. Other studies were at- 
tended to only as accessaries to 
this—and as soon as his age 
made it proper he became a 
preacher ofthe gospel. Hesoon 
after received a call from the 
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state, and on the 16th day of 
December!722. he was orduined. 
He married Miss Mary Porter 
ef Hadley, by whom he had 
2 numerous offspring, seven of 
whom survived him. The cares 
of a family however did not di- 
vert his attention from. his duty 
as a minister. His temporal 
concerns were with him but se- 
4 condary. He came to do his 
abel ae master’s business, and although 
ae for many years he was subject 
to great bodily infirmity, he pur- 
sued his studies. with unremitted 
attention, and preached in sea- 
son and out of season to his 
flock. 
_ The doctrines upon which he 
principally insisted were the fal- 
Jen state of man—the corrup- 
tion and depravity of our na- 
ture, and the impossibility of 
obtuming salvation upon the 
terms of the first covenant. The 
infinite wisdom and grace of 
God in the constitution of a new 
covenant, the covenant of grace. 
atta The imputation of the righteous- 
ae ness of Christ. The law of 
faith, through which sinners are 
justified before God, without 
. works of their own. The ne- 
‘aad cessity of a change of the heart 
‘= by the Holy Spirit. Repentance 
towards God. The necessity of 
new obedience and holiness of 
‘ heart and life derived from 
ae Christ by faith. The supreme 
oe love of God, the principle of all 
Me: 3 Pe true obedience, and that bene- 
is et volence which Is the fulfilling of 
Pie) the law. And after fifty years 
# spent with his people he did not 
hesitate to say, that he had not 
i 4 shunned to declare the whole 
ri A 4 : counsel of God, so far as God 
Rae * had imparted the same unto 
at e him. 


But his ministerial Jabors 
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‘reasoning. 








were not confined to the pulpit 
nor to his parish. | 

Without assuming any autho. 
rity, the care of all the neigh. 
bouring churches seemed to by 
upon him. For many years fe 
presided as moderator of the cop. 
sociation of Windham county; 
although during the former 
part at least of the time it was 
attended by a number much 
older than himself. So distip- 
guished was he for his wisdom, 
that his advice was asked in all 
important concerns in the vici- 
nity.—Did any dispute exist be. 
tween minister and people, did 


any heresy threaten to divide 


and distract the churches, Mr. 
Williams was the man to whom 
they looked: for aid. His judg. 
ment, his manners, his address, 
seemed to fit him peculiarly for 
a mediator between contending 
parties. The angry passions 


yielded. to the mildness of his 


manners and the force of his 
And although he 
was remarkably modest and 
diffident of his own opinion, he 
would not deny his time, nor his 
services. to those who asked 
them. 

For twenty years he was 
member of the corporation of 
Yale College ;_ he was a faithful 
friend of that institution, and he 
was beloved as well as respected 
by the students. 

About the year 1744 he pub- 
lished seven sermons entitled; 
“ Christ the King and Witness 
of Truth.” Many single sel 
mons of his were also published 
ut the solicitation of individual 
friends or the Society. He als 
engaged in a controversy with 
the Rev. President Edwards re 
pecting the qualifications © 


those who. desired to be admit: 
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ted to the sacrament of the 
Lord’s supper. In which, how- 
ever, they differed as to the evi- 
dence of qualification, rather 
than as to the qualification it- 
self. 

In 1746 Mr. Williams pub- 
lished, “* A Vindication of the 
Gospel Doctrine of Justifying 
Faith, being an answer to Mr. 
Andrew Croswell’s argument 
against a general, and for a par- 
ticular Faith.” In which an- 
swer the “ sweet dream” that 
assurance is the essence of Faith, 
or the Antimomian doctrine is 
completely refuted. The con- 
cluding remarks in the preface | 
will serve to show the temper of 
the author, and may be useful 
asan example to future dispu- 
tants. | 

« T have not designedly made 
any injurious personal reflec- 
tions or misrepresentations of 
Mr.Croswell nor designedly trea- 
ted him with indecent warmth 
or with hard words beyond the 
merit of the cause ; if any thing. 
of this kind has any where drop-. 
ped from me in this controversy 
with him, I shall be sorry and 
readily ask his pardon without 
pleading his example in excuse. 
Ithas been my sincere aim not 
to expose him, but to vindicate 
the cause of truth, and the doc- 
trine of the gospel.” 

In the desk Mr. Williams im- 
perceptibly caught the attention 
of the hearer, without the at-| 
traction of a strong sonorous 
Voice, and without the trap-: 
Pings of a polished style. He | 
seldom spake but from his notes. 

's Sermons were the result of 
much reading and reflection ; 
rd Were distinguished by their 

ind sense, and written in a 





Plain style; free from the arts 





of therhetorician. He studied 
not to conceal his meaning by 
his words, but that every word 
should assist the mind in receiv- 
ing the idea intended to be com- 
municated. The good of the 
audience was the object of his 
preaching, and not their ap- 
plause. He preached Christ, 
and not himself. Hence no affec- 
ted gestures, no theatrical ex- 
clamations, no studied tones ; 
yet “ there was an air of gravity 
and pleasantness, of dignity and 
modesty,of authority and humil- 
ity,” which becomes him who 
is the ambassador of Christ when 
he reflects upon his own imper- 
fections. No one could hear 
him and not believe him sin- 
cere. Few could hear him and 
not be affected. During the 
time of his ministry there were 
several revivals of religion in his 
parish, and one in particular so 
general that most of the people 
were under religious concern. 
Before his settlement, the peo- 
ple were much divided; and 
during the time of his ministry, 
many of the neighbouring 
churches and congregations 
were rent asunder; but his be- 
came more united ; and his wis- 
dom and prudence under God 
prevented in a great measure 
the diffusion of those errors 
among his people, which at that 
time proved so fatal to many 
others. 

In his private ministrations he 
was singularly useful. His 
knowledge was not derived from 
books only, but he had tho- 
roughly studied the human 
heart ; and so far as was consist- 
ent with the duties of a Chris- 
tian, he became all things to all 
men. With those who came to 
conyerse with him vain of their 
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talents for disputation he would | 


reason. To those who thought 
an argument dull and reasoning 
vain, he could display the most 
keen wit, and the most delicate 
humour ; yet he never offended 
by personal satire, nor disgust- 


‘ed by the coarseness of his re- 


marks. Always grave, yet al- 
ways cheerful, he never dis- 
pleased the young by his mo- 
roseness, nor the old by his levi- 
ty. His passions seemed to 
have been subdued by grace, and 
however rudely attacked, he re- 
membered that“ a soft answer 
turneth away wrath.” In his 
deportment he was meek, mo- 
dest, affable, and condescending. 
so that any one could approach 
him ; yet he was grave and dig- 
nified, so that none could ap- 
proach him without respect. 

All the relative duties he dis- 
charged with faithfulness. In 
his family he was an exumple of 
conjugal tenderness and parental! 
affection. He took the most 
unwearied care in the education 
of his children, and by his 
ceconomy was enabled to give 
to four of his sons a_ liberal 
education. 

Though. he sust:ined the se- 
verest trials in the loss of his 
children, particularly his eldest: 
son who died a few weeks afte) 
he had graduated, he was an ex- 
ample of submission and resig- 
nation. For more than fifty 
years he continued in the per- 
formance of his ministerial du- 
ties and remained able to preaci) 
until about six weeks before his 
death, which happened Februa- 
ry 29th 1776. * In his last mo- 
tents he expressed his perfect 
Satisfaction jn the way of re- 
demption by Christ, his firm re- 
hance on the promises and faith- 
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fulness of God, and his full a3. 
surance of his interest jp thet 
salvation which the Redeeme 
has purchased.” 


EK >> 


Address, Constitution, and Sy). 
scrifitton firoposal, of the Cyn. 
necticut Bible Society, fire. 
sented to the well disposed, ¢ 
every denominasion. 


E invite your serious a- 
tention, brethren, to a 
more general, and, as far as pos 
sible, to a universal, circulation 
of the holy scriptures. The ob- 
ject, we are convinced, presents 
an immense field for useful ex. 
ertion. We are, of couirse, con 
Strained to view it as important 
in a high degree ; and as hav- 
ing demands upon our solicit: 
ude which we cannot neglect 
and be guiltless. 

We view it as matter of devout 
adoration and praise, that the 
care of the pious, im various pars 
of the world, has lately been 
turned tothis interesting subject 
By associations for the dist 
bution of bibles among the intl 
gent and careless, maultituces) 
with whom the sacred writings 
were not to be found, and who 
must, in all rational probability, 
unless assisted by religious ch 
rity, have finished their trials 
for eternity unacquainted with 
ihe truths of divine revelation 
have been already furnished with 
these books of life. 

We bless God, that, to the 
socicties now existing, for this 
benevolent purpose in differeM 
and far distant districts of the 
Christian church, he has gl 
success much beyond even the 
expectations of those by whom 
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they were instituted. Of these, 
however, the limits of our ad- 
dress permit us to give no more 
than avery concise account. 

In Great Britain, 1780, a Na- 
yal and Military Bible Society 
was formed. Its on!y object was 
the distribution of the holy 
scriptures among the seamen of 
the navy, and the soldiers of the 
army. ‘ By the aid of annual 
¢ subscriptions, benefactions, and 
‘ collections at various churches, 
‘the society has been enabled to 
‘distribute nearly forty thou- 
‘sand bibles, and a great num- 
‘ber of testaments.” Witnesses 
of high rank and consideration 
have borne their repeated and 
very cordial testimony to the 
happy effects, that have been ex- 
perienced. 

A litude more than five years 
since, a British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society was also established 
in that island. Its object was 
the publication of the bible, not 
only in the English, but in va- 
rious other languages ; and the 
circulation of it among the poor 
of many nations. By the re- 
port of that Society’s committee. 
the 4th of May. 1808, it appears, 
that, in the course of the year 
then next preceding, their ex- 
penditures, in printing and cir- 
culating the word of God, a- 
mounted to more than fifty four 
thousand dollars. 

tecent andauthentic accounts 
assure us, that Societies, for the 
Same excellent purposes, have 
ately been formed also, in va- 
fous parts of the British Uni- 
ted Kingdom ; and, upon the 
Continent, in Switzerland, in 
Germany, in Prussia, and in 
Denmark, 

, Nor are the exertions of the 
Pious, in Great Britain, confined 





to the European division of the 
old continent. Vast sums are 
annually expended in translating 
the Christian scriptures into the 
oriental tongues. The way ap- 
pears to be thus rapidly prepa- 
ring to diffuse the knowledge of 
salvation, by a Redeemer,amonge 
many and great nations over- 
whelmed in the fatal supersti- 
tions and idolatry of heathenism. 
How animating, brethren, to 
every true friend of man, must 
be the hope of incalculable good, 
which may be reasonably cx- 
pected from such expanded and 
well directed effusions of Chris- 
tien benevolence ! 

By these examples of our 
brethren in Europe, and by the 
fairest prospect of great use- 
fulness, the attention of many in 
the United States has already 
been fixedupon the same object. 
Careful enquiries have been 
excited into'the necessity of si- 
inilar institutions, on this side 
of the Atlantic. Their result, 
as far as they have been yet pur- 
sued, has presented affecting 
testimony to the urgent need of 
Bible Societies in our country. 
At every stepof the examination, 
additional evidence has been pro- 
duced, and additional hope crea- 
ted, that unspeakable good may 
here be accomplished by such 
Institutions. 

Accordingly, our Christian 
brethren of different denomina- 
tions,in Philadel phia,bave.within 
a few months, formed a Bible So- 
ciety, forthat city and its vicini- 
ty. We feel a strong persuasion, 
that the more accurately the 
present want of bibles, among 
the poor in every district of our 
country, is investigated, the 
clearer wil! be the evidence sup- 
porting a hope, that consequencs, 
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happy beyond our conception, 
will follow from multiplying so- 
cieties for circulating, as univer- 
sally as possible, the written 
testimonies of the Most High. 
To obtain the means, and to 
perform the work, of putting the 
bible into the hands of those in- 
digent people who have it not, 
and who seem not likely, soon, 


af ever, to feel themselves able | 


to purchase it, is the single ob- 
ject of forming the Society, that 
here addresses you. For this 
sole purpose, we solicit your aid, 
by the various talents which the 
Lord has committed to you for 
use. 

We dare not, indeed, affirm, 
that, in every instance, we shall 
be able to select the most suitable 
objects of your charity. But we 
dare, and we do, promise fidelity, 
as stewards of the Lord’s pro- 
perty entrusted to our disposal. 

Will it be objected, that socie- 
ties, for the sort of charity here 
proposed, have not, in fast ages. 
been deemed necessary ; and 
that there appears to be no ex- 
traordinary need of them, at the 
present day ! We readily con- 
cede the correctness of both the 
articles stated in the objection : 
And it deeply affects us, that 
truth demands the concession : 
But we are, by no means, pre- 
pared to allow it to be thence 
inferred, that indispensible duty 
does not zow require the institu- 
tion and the labors of Bible So- 
cieties. Tous, the contrary ap- 
pears to be the only correct con- 
clusion. 

While we are persuaded, that 
the universal diffusion of the 
holy Scriptures would have been 
always useful, we do not feel 
ourselves concerned to show. in 
ihis address, why their general 
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distribution was, in former ares, 
so little regarded. Our du, ‘ 
not with the generations thy 
have passed into the world g 
immutable and righteous rety. 
butions, but with the living of 
our own age—and, in a sense 
that must affect every conse. 
ate mind, with generations ty 
come. 

We beheve it, however, tol: 
unquestionable, that the Chris. 
tian world has never had oppor. 
tunities, of distributing the bi- 
ble, equally favourable with 
those which present themselves 
to the present generation. The 
increased facility of intercom 
munication between all the parts 
and nations of the civilized 
world is the reason of this fact. 
Ought we not, therefore, a- 
staining from every delusive tt 
flection on the fast, to enquire, 
as in the presence of our Judge, 
what can now be done, mos 
effectually to promote the good 
of the present and following 
generations ? And must not the 
circulation of the — scriptures, 
bringing salvation, among oe 
that do not possess the means? 
an acquaintance with them, b 
placed on the list of works, the 
most useful.in our power: 

Is it not, in the highest degree 
desirable, that every persc® 
capable of intelligent reading 
should have opportunities of cot 
tinual access to the holy ae 
tures? We believe, that none Wi 
answer, No, but the misguidt 
papist, and the fool, that “ ' 
‘said in his heart, there 18° 
‘ God.” Such, however; we 
do not here address. i 

Are there not many individv 
and families capable of i" 
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there are, we feel the strongest 
assurance. 

Once more we ask, has not 
God placed, in the hands of the 
well disposed among us, abun- 
dant means of furnishing such 
destitute people with the treas- 
Pures of his holy word? The 
true answer to this question is 
so plain, that it need not be ex- 
pressed. 

Willit be objected, that the 
want of bibles is their own 
fault! Beitso. ‘They are sure- 
ly to be pitied the mere. They 
are under a more pressing neces- 
sity of aid by your bounty and 
your prayers. All sin is the fault 
of him who commits it, and of 
him only. But is the sinner not 
therefore the object of charity ? 
We trust you will never admit 
such an opinion. Is not that 
very stn of carelessness, which 
arises from mative opposition of 
heart tothe word, and law, and 
character of God, the deplora- 
ble article which forms the ne- 
cessity of charity? Is it not 
the fault, the sin, of mankind, 
that renders charity in ¢emporal 
things, necessary ? Nay, was it 
not the fault of man, suffering 
m ruins by sin, which rendered 
hecessary that unparalleled cha- 
rity displayed by our “God man- 
ifest in the flesh ?”” Did he not 
teach the way of life, and shed 
his blood, to guide, to redeem, 
and to save the guilty? Be it, 
therefore, understood, that this 
socicty has been formed with the 
especial intention and hope of 
doing good to those who are 


poor, and ignorant, and careless, | 


and perishing, through their own 
fault. It is for the benefit of 
Rone, but the guilty before God, 
that we now address you. 


Does it concern ye—does it 


concern you, brethren—to know, 
that the objects of this charity 
might have done better ? Should 
it not rather be sufficient to call 
forth our exertions for their 
highest welfare, to know, that 
their condition—no matter, as 
to us, by what causes—is indeed 
lamentable ; and that the Lord 
has putintoour hands the means 
of their relief ? 

But, perhaps, on a superficiak 
view of the subject, some may 
apprehend, that there is no need 
of a Bible Society in this part 
of our country. Let it be there- 
fore considered, whether there 
be not as really a necessity of 
such an institution, in Connect- 
icut, asin any other section of 
the Christian world. The ra- 
tional prospect of doing good is 
‘always a call for exertion. Is 
there not such a prospect before 
us, at the present time, and in 
the method here adopted ? 

We feel, indeed, emotions of 
the liveliest gratitude to God 
for reason to believe, that, in the 
more ancient settlements of 
'New-England, and especially in 
Connecticut, there zs compara- 
tively Jess need of this charity, 
than in any other extensive por- 
tion of the Christian world. 
We believe, that the bible is 
more universally circulated here, 
than in any other country. 

We bless God, that this part 
of America was first cultivated 
by men, who. venerated the in- 
‘ spired scriptures, and who pres- 
sed them to their hearts as am 
invaluable treasure. 

We bless God, that, by means 
of their institutions and laws 
founded on his word, the bible 
was placed in families so gene- 
rally ; and that, in this. particu- 
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fully followed their pious steps. | 
We esteem it an admirable re- 
gulation, that, by public autho- 
rity, the select men of the res- 
pective towns are required to be 
certain, that, in every family. 
there be at least one bible. To 
us, however, this law, even on 
the supposiiion that it is as 
punctually executed as other 
laws are, on moral and religious 
subjects, appears not io contain 
any provision for such as have 
no bibles and are unadle to fur- 
chase them. It only provides 
for compelling those that are 
destitute of bibles to buy them 
for themselves. But it directs 
the indigent to no charitabic 
fund, from which they may hope 
to be helped, by public bounty, 
to the enjoyment of God’s word. 
How shall such become posses- 
sors of the best book ? We bicss 
God, that every family in Con- 
necticut is within the limits of 
some school] district ; and that 
our civil laws enjoin the daily 
reading of the holy scriptures in 
every district school of the 
Staie. | 

We bless God for numerous 
missionary institutions ; and 
particularly for the society of 
this state, together with all di- 
Vine smiles on their labors, in 
doing good by their instrumen- 
tality to many souls perishing 
with lack of gospel priyileges, 
To send both the preached and 
written word of life to the new 
and destitute settlements is their 
great object. In the accom- 
piishment of this, they have al- 
ready done much. They have 
the most pleasing prospects of 
doing yet much more. But the 
field of want is extensive and 
vast. In comparison with this, 
their means of supply are scan- 
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ty and few. They cannot do 
more than a small part of thar, 
which it is desirable to hgy, 
done, in these works of divine 
love. In the charity we Solicit, 
we claim to come forward, & gs 
helpers together with them,” 
in extending the knowledge of 
saving truth. 

Por all the good, that has al. 
ready been done, and which, 
tilere 1s reason to hope, vill 
hereafter be done by associa 
tions for the distribution of reli- 
vious tracts, we also ascribe 
praise unto the © Father of 
Light” These associations have, 
by the blessing of God, been 
found very successtul auxiliaries 
of the bes: cause in which men 
ever engaged. Our obiectis, 
likewise in its nature and ten 
dency, one with theirs. While 
they conduct the desiitute to 
the s reams ; we would bring 
them to the only fountain of va 
luable truth. 

We rejoice to bear it in mind, 
that siving * faith cometh by 
hearing” ; that the fireaching of 
the gospel Is the grand appoint 
ment of Jesus for %& bringing 
many sons and daughters,” [0 
everlasting glory. At the same 
‘ime, we remember the com- 
mand of Cirist, “ Search the 
scriptures.” And the Bereans 
are much commended for theif 
daily diligence in the study of 
God’s word. 

Would you, therefore, hop% 
brethren, to have ‘¢ reliztom 
pure and undefiled before God, 
flourish more and more in yout 
own hearts, and in the world ex 
tensively, should it not be your 
care to read the scriptures with 
devout frequency and atrentlo? » 
and as far as possible help others 
tothe means of thus profitably 
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reading them? Is it net an a- 
larming truth, that little benefit 
is to be expected from gospel 
preaching, if the bible is not 
much read in the family, and in 
the closet ? 

We rejoice to say, that, prin- 
cipally by a divine blessing on 
the foreroing means, the holy 
eracles are, We apprehend, more 
generally enjoyed by the families 
of Connecticut, than of any oth- 
er spot on the globe. We are 
persuaded, however, that, not- 
withstanding all the care, alrea- 
dy mentioned, both of our pious 
fathers and of our brethren in 
the civil and ecclesiastical de- 
partments, to give every person 
an opportunity of freely reading 
the sacred volume, many are, 
this day, destitute of that book, 
whose truths, correctly under- 
stood and affectionately embra- 
ced, give present peace and un- 
failing hope. 

That there are many families 
and individuals, capable of rea- 
ding with intelligence, who do 
not possess the holy scriptures, 
and to whom, by means of this 
Society, you can send them, 
will, we believe, become evident, 
whenever you fairly examine the 
subject. Even a doubt is impos- 
sible, that at the Worthward and 
Westward many may be found 
Who have no bibles. Nor can it 
be justly doubted, that, in those 
newly settled districts, family 
Connexions are continually for- 
ming by indigent, but industri- 
ous, young people, either with- 
Cutcare, or without feeling abil- 
lly, to obtain that best of all 
oks, which makes the soul 

Wise unto salvation.” By our 
“gency yeu can send them the 
a yeh shall _ meet 4 
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your charity in the old settle- 
ments. 

But, brethren, are you suffi- 
ciently acquainted with facts to 
decide, that, even in this portion 
of our country—a portion of the 
world blessed,as we havealready 
seen, in a superior degree, with 
the means of divine knowledge, 
there is not great need of the 
chatity here contemplated ? We 
call on our brethren, of every 
denomination, in the holy minis- 
try—we call on our brethren in 
the churches of the Lord Jesus— 
to say, whether there cannot be 
found, in every ecclesiastical so- 
ciety, and among the people of 
every Christian persuasion, a 
number of houses in which there 
is no bible ? That there can. is 
our real, though painful, belief. 
This belief is not founded upon 
mere conjecture. A personal 
acquaintance with sundry facts 
—an acquaintance which is not 
the result of extensive enquiry— 
confirmsour apprehensions, that, 
in the whole state, such instances 
are not few. Thus, casting an 
anxious eye over both the old 
settlements and the new, we be- 
hold ample room for the exer- 
cise of this pious charity ; and 
our impressions of its necessity 
are equal, in strength, with our 
reasons for believing, ¢hat all 
should read the bible. 

Brethren, Ged has command- 
ed you to “love your neighbor 
as yourselves.” Must you not, 
then, feel it to be your duty to 
God, as well as to your fellow 
creatures, to bestow upon the 
destitute among them the inval- 
uable riches of his word ? And 
in what way can you hope so 
successfully to perform this du- 
ty, as by the agency of a Bible 
Society ? 

xX 
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The nature of the cause and 
the perishing con: ition of many, 
who, through either Indigence 
or indifference, are destitute of 
the volume bringing «+ Life and 
immo:tality to light,” are our 
arguments. How deplorable 
must be the state and the pros- 
pects of those multitudes, who 
pass through their only proba- 
tion, and die, without possessing 
‘ven the means of a saving ac- 
quaintence with “ the Lord that 
bought them 1” 

Both in the midst of you, and 
afar off, must, therefore, be seen 
and felt very ufgent occasions 
for that charity, which we now 
propose and solicit. 

It shall be our care to find the 
individuals and families, who, in 
our judgment, need to have 
bibies given them. On such, by 
your assistance, we will bestow 
that precious book. We engage 
to do this with the utmostimpar- 
tiality. If the requisite means 
shall be furnished, persons of 
every description, and of every 
denomination, and of every oc- 
cupation, whether bond or free— 
whom we shall judge capable of 
profiting by the possession of 
God’s written word—whom we 
shall find destitute of itmand 
who, as far as we can discern, 
will probably not soon, if ever, 
obtein it, unless aided by this 


Society—shall be partakers of 


your sacred bounty. But, we 
trust, you will find the Society’s 
plan of operation delineated 
sufficiently and satisfactorily in 
the constitution annexed to this 
address. 

We beg leave therefore, breth- 
ren, to repeat our earnest invi- 
tation, that you very seriously 
consider the object of the Socic- 
ty. Is there not great need, 
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even here, of such an instity. 
tion? Are not the purposes jt 
would accomplish. in the highest 
degree. Interesting and import- 
ant ? Can there be named, with. 
in the reach of human concep. 
tion, any other method of char. 
ty, In which, as Ciristiansnas 
friends to the welfare of map. 
kind in both worlds—and as ac. 
countable to God for the use of 
every talent—you may hope to 
do equal good, as in helping the 
ignorant to the knowledge of 
thoseblessed truths, which con- 
cern their everlasting peace? 
Entire and strong in our conf- 
dence, that there is not. Does 
not, then, the great object of the 
Society deserve your cordial ap- 
probation ? Has it not rightful 
has it not invincible, claims to 
your active patronage? While 
thousands and millions, in ways 
utterly unjustifi.ble and crim- 
inal, are devouring wealth and 
throwing away life for worldly 
crowns and conquest ; shall it 
not be ours and yours, by means, 
in all respects, righteous, and 
consistent with the worldly wel- 
fare of every person, to guide 
souls unto that Jesus, who cat 
make them victorious over sit— 
who can pluck them from the 
hand of eternal death—and place 
upon their heads the crown of 
life ? 
View the necessity of exertions 
for this glorious purpose. 5¢€ 
Precious souls hastening to the 
bar of eternal judgment, while 
destitute of the bible to guide 
them in safety-and triumph be- 
fore that tribunal. See many 
of the rising generation, be- 
cause without the bible to T* 
strain and instruct them, PT" 
paring, as their years increases 
to perpetrate crimes of every de- 
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scription—to suffer the evils of 
extreme infamy and wretched- 
ness, on earth—-and to render 
their existence an abiding curse, 
by * falling into the hands of the 
living God,” who is unchangea- 
bly “angry with the wicked.” 
See. placed in your own hands, 
the means of bestowing upon 
them “the words of eternal life.” 
By the strong light which shines, 
in the bible, from the awful world 
of retribution, behold the great- 
ness, the permanency, and the 
richness, of the treasure you 
bestow, when you give them the 
holy scriptures. 

Are not charities, in things 
pertaining to the body, though 
often necessary, utterly worth- 
Jess, in comparison with this ? 
Their fashion passes away.— 
Zhey soon perish wiih using.— 
But the ** Word of the Lord en- 
dureth for ever ;” and the book, 
containing that word is an article 
easily preserved. 

Perhaps you can bestow no 
favor, which will be less liable 
than this to be alienated by un- 
godly traffic. If, in a few in- 
stances, the wretch, who has re- 
ceived it by your charity, shall 
thus contemptuously dispose of 
it, still it will pass into the hands 
of others, to whom it may prove 
infinitely profitable. Pearls, tho’ 
trampled under foot by him who 
perceives not their value, are 
- pearls nevertheless. They may 
be gathered up by another, who 
will be both able and willing to 
discern their intrinsic worth. 

By giving the bible to the 
Proper objects of this charity. 
you give them the means of an 
acquaintance with their own ru- 
iu by sin ; and with the way oi 
their redemption by an almighty 
Saviour. You thus put into their 





possession the field containing 
*the pearl of great price,”— 
Whether they discover, and af- 
fectionately secure, that pearl, 
und become rich for eternity ; 
or whether they reject the offer- 
ed inheritance ; are articles, we 
apprehend. which do not, in the 
least, affect the ducy of us and of 
you. : 

By elivine them the bible, you 
bring, to their very doors, the 
treasury of the * true riches.”— 
You lay before them the pages 
revealing the * wisdom, that is 
from above ; that is profitable to 
direct ; that is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, easy to be en- 
treated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and 
without hypocrisy.” 

By giving them the bible, you 
give them the * law of the Lord, 
which is perfect, converting the 
soul.’ You give them * the 
statutes of the Lord, which are 
the songs of the righteous in the 
house of their pilgrimage.”— 
You give them opportunities of 
knowing the judgmenis—the ho- 
ly and immutable decitsions—of 
the Lord, concerning both god- 
liness and sin. By these deci- 
sions they will be warned of 
“wrath unto the uttermost” 
against the impenitent. By these 
they will be called to the post 
of duty and safety. 

By giving them the bible, you 
give them a lamp for their path 
—a light for their feet” amidst 
that. thick darkness with which 
sin involves their way, through 
the probationary hfe. Under 
the insupportable pressure of 
their wretchedness, you give 
them an infallible directory to 
“ the consolations of God which 
are neither few nor small.” 

By this, your bounty, they 
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may learn the way of that eter- 
nal hope, which is an * anchor 
of the soul, sure and stedfast,” 
amidst the tempests and the 
tossings of “ the present evil 
world and which shall never 
make ashamed.” You give 
them a guide which cannot de- 
ceive them, to that “ godliness, 
which is profitable for all things, 
having promise of the life 
that now is, and of that which is 
tocome” Ina word, you give 
them those records of everlast- 
ing truth, on the knowledge and 
love of which their salvation de- 
pends. 

We know, brethren, that you 
fully believe the truth ofall these 
declarations. With seriousness 
therefore,realizing these truthsas 
practical, must you not find them 
replete with the weighticst mo- 
tives to engage in this benevo- 
Jent work ? What charity to the 
poor deserves even to be named 
in comparison with giving them 
the bible ? Why should you be 
unreasonably concerned to fore- 
see, whether every individual will 
make a good use of the inesti- 
mable treasure, you put into his 
hands, when you give him this 
book of the living God? 

Rather accompany your cha- 
rity with fervent importunity in 
prayer, that the renewing and 
saving influences of God’s Holy 
Spirit may go with the truths of 
his holy word. Thus may you 
rejoice in a divine hope, that, in 
doing your duty to your fellow 
creatures who need your assist- 
ance ; whom you are adle to 
assist ; and whom you must 
meet at the bar of Christ ; you 
will be found to have been, in 
the Lord’s hand, instrumental of 
present good, and of eterna 

Salvation to souls. How unut- 
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terable the joy of such a hope! 
*¢ Inasmuch.” will the Judge de. 
clare, * Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done 
itunto me. Well done, good 
and faithful servants. enter ye 
into the joy of your Lord.” 
Finally, brethren, prav for us, 
Pray for the prosperity of Zion, 
Pray that the gracious guidance 
and blessing of the Mos: High 
may render effectual, to the sal- 
vation of multitudes, the many 
efforts, that are making to cif: 
fuse over the habitable globe, tlie 


knowledge of the holy scriptures. ° 


Pray thatthe “ word of the Lord 
may have free course and be 
glorified—that his name and his 
praise may be one—and that bis 
kingdom may come, and his will 
be done, as in heaven, so on 
earth.” 


——— 


Constitution of the Connecticu! 
Bible. Society. 


Artice I. The Society shall 
be styled, The Connecticut Bi- 
ble Society. The circulation of 
the holy scriptures shall be its 
only object. The common ver 
sion of the bible, and impres 
sions that combine cheapness 
with plainness, without Note of 
Comment, shall be selected. [In 
the accomplishmentof this great 
object, the Society shall be 
liberty to co-operate, as opportu: 
nities shali offer, with any other 
Societies formed for the same 
purpose. 


II. The annual payment of 
Three Dollars shall constitute 
the person paying that sum, @ 
member of the Society : And 
the payment of Forty Dollars 
shall constitute the person, @ 
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vancing that sum, a member for 
life, without any further pay- 
ments. 


Il]. Every member of the 
Society shall be entitled to re- 
ceive two bibles annually, provi- 
ded he apply for the same, to 
the directing committee, with- 
$n six months from the time ot 
the annual meeting. 


IV. Any sums of money 
which shall, at any time, be sub- 
scribed and paid, either smaller 
or larger than those necessary to 
constitute membership. will be 
thankfully accepted, and, with 
relizious strictness, appropria- 
ted in the Same manner with the 
monies which shall be paid by 
the members themselves. 


V. A committee of seven. 
called, The Directing Commit- 
tee, shall be chosen yearly.— 
Guided by the first article, they 
shall purchase bibles, and super- 
intend the distribution of them 
for the Society. They shall meet 
in Hartford, as soon as conveni- 
ent, after they shall be chosen; 
and thence by their own adjoun- 
ments through the year. <A 
Majority shall constitute a quo- 
rum for business ; and two may 
adjourn from day to day. They 
shall choose, of their number, a 
moderator and a clerk, for a term 
hot Iess than one year. The 
clerk shall record the doings of 
the Committee, and luy them 


before the Society, at its annual 
Mectings, 


VI. The Society shall annu- 
ally choose a president, vice 
President, treasurer, and secreta- 
ty. Atevery meeting, the pres- 
ident 5 or if he be absent. the 


‘ice president ; or if both be ab- 
‘cit, a member chosen for the 
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session, shall preside. The 
secretary shall keep a record of 
ill the Society’s doings, and 
shall correspond in their name. 


VIL. The treasurer shall keep 
ihe accounts of the Society, re- 
ceive their monies ; pay the or- 
ders of the directing commit- 
tee ; and annually report, to the 
Society, the state of their funds. 


VIII. No person, holding an 
office, or offices, under this So- 
clety, shall receive any pecunia- 
ry compensation for his servi- 
ces. 


IX. The stated annual mect- 
ing of the society shall be hol- 
den, in the city of Hartford, on 
the second Thursday of May, at 
nine o’clock in the morning. A 
majority of the members present 
shall be competent to the trans- 
action of business. An extraor- 
dinary meeting of the Society 
may be called by the president ; 
or, in case of his disability, by 
the vice president ; at the re- 
quest of twelve members. No- 
lice of such meeting shall be 
viven in, at least, two newspa- 
pers of Connecticut ; and as 
much as two months previous to 
the holding of the said meeting, 


X. Two thirds of the mem- 
bers presentin any annual meet- 
ing may make alterations and 
amendments of this constitue 
lion. 


(Here follows in the orizinal,a 
subscription proposal. ] 


Note of the Edi:or The pre- 
ceding address on the subject of a 
Bible Society was communicated, 
with a request that it might be in- 
serted in the Magazine. The edi- 
tor thinking the design important 
cheerfully Complicd with the re- 
quest. 
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174 
On a Christian love of God. 


UR divine lawgiver hath 

told us, as a rule of life, 
‘ Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, with ali 
thy soul, and with ali thy mind. 
This is the first and great com- 
mandment. And the second Is 
like unto it, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. On these 
two commandments hang all 
the law and prophets.” This is 
the same command as_ was be- 
fore given by Moses, the law- 
giver of the Hebrew nation, from 
which we may determine that 
true religion is essentially the 
same, under the Jewish and 
Christian dispensations. This 
is a summary description of 
the Christian temper, and all the 
duties required from us by the 
Jaw of God. 
this law and whether we obey it. 
are subjects of infinite impor- 
tance, on which our personal 
salvation depends, so that they 
can never cease to be interest- 
ing. 

As men are very liable to be 
deceived in the moral nature of 
their own exercises, mistaking 
those for gracious which flow 
from a deceived heart, in several 
of his discourses, our Saviour 
very emphatically described a 
Christian love, and how it may 
be distinguished from counter- 
feit affections. The following 
admirable -words were spoken 
and penned with this desizn,— 
* For if ye love them which love 
you, what thank have ye? for 
sinners also do even the same. 
And if ye do goodto them which 
do good to you, what thank have 
ye! for sinners also do even the 
same. Andif ye lend to them 
ef whom ye hope to receive, 
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what thank have ye ? for sinners 
also lend to sinners, to receive a5 
much again. But love ye yoy 
enemies, and do good, and lend, 
soping for nothing again ; ang 
your reward shall be great, and 
ye shall be called the children of 
the Highest : For he is kind wy. 
to the unthankful and the esi}. 
Be ye therefore merciful, as your 
Father also is merciful.?—Thjs 
exhortation of Christ plainly ce. 
scribes two kinds of love ; one 
is compared to the love and met 
cy of God, and must, theretore, 
be of a holy nature ; the other 
is such as sinners mutually ex. 
ercise, in the intercourse of this 
world, and in its moral qualities 
very unlike to those sanciiled 
affections, which are wrought by 
the Spirit of God in the hearts 
of his people. 

In this description the love of 
the unsanctified is expressed by 
+ Loving those who love them; 
doing good to others that the 
benefit may be returned ; lend 
ing to them of whom they hope 
to receive, that they muy receive 
as much again.” Concerning 
this love he says. if ye exercse 
it, what thank have ye ? What 
moral virtue or excellency of 
the heart doth it discover ? Its 
merely a bargain of selfishness 
in which the worst of men may 
interchange benefits from such 
motives, as neither deserve §'* 
titude, nor are evidence of ™ 
upright heart. The most sinful, 
who have no motive higher thi? 
their own pleasure or gain, 4° 
often found united in seem!n; 
friendship, and the exercise ° 
mutual benefits. On first vie"s 
it appears as though they ver 
governed by the purest ws 
ind their favors granted, mere’ 
to make the receiver happy? 


a — lo 








: 


when, if we could search their 
hearts, it would be seen tha: 
nothing is further from thei: 
‘ntentions. The union is one oi 
interest, and nothing done ol 
eiven without an expectation o! 
being repaid. Under the gov- 
ernment of this principle, they 
are friends or enemies as sell- 
interest. points, without any re- 
ard to Christian obligation. 

~ A Christian love is very dif- 
ferently described. It is to love 
our enemies, and to do them 
goal, and lend, not hoping to 
reccive again, whereby we shall 
resemble God bhimseli, who ts 
kind to the evil and unthank- 
ful. Doing good to enemies, 
who by an unkind return injure 
their benefactors, must proceed 
froma higher motive than a re- 
gard to self interest: this 1s 
Christian benevolence. Itisa 
resemblance of the love of God, 
who gave his Son to die for men 
while they were enemies, sends 
his rain and causes sunshine on 
the unthankful, and offers the 
salvation and glory of the gospel 


to those, who being enemies of 


his kingdom live in disobedi- 
ence. 

The difference between these 
two kinds of love, is so explicit- 
ly marked in our Saviour’s dis- 
course, that every one who at- 
tends to the subject must per- 
celve a reason for the distinction. 


rhe first is a modification of self 


love or kindness to others with 
4 sole regard to our own inte- 
rest, which may be found in the 
Proud, the dishonest, and in all 
who have opportunity or art to 
Make others subservient to their 
Wn interest. ‘There is a gene- 
‘al conviction in mankind that 
this disposition merits no thanks. 
Although in persons thus influ- 
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enced, there may be the exter- 
nal appearance of union, they 
‘o, in fact, feel no mutual confi- 
‘ence, except what depends on 
ircumstances, which this day 
May exist and to-morrow be 
changed. This selfish love con- 
stitutes the whole union which 
can subsist between ungodly 
minds. 

The second, or Christian love, 
arises either froma sight of mo- 
ral excellency in the beloved ob- 
ject, which is commonly called a 
love of complacence ; or itis a 
desire for the best good of all, 
who are capable of happiness 
and glory, which is called a love 
of benevolence: each of these 
is Christian love, of a holy na- 
‘ure, and not depending on any 
accidental or mutable union of 
personal interest. 

Having described the two 
kinds of love, which Christ 


meant in his discourse on this 
subject, one of which is Chris- 


tian holiness, the other merely a 
selfish affection, which may 
coexist with great hardness of 
heart, every reader ought to ap- 
ply the subject in self examina- 
tion, whether he hath that love 
of God, which will issue in eter- 
nal life. We cannot make too 
strict enquiry in a point of such 
infinite consequence. Huve we 
any true love of God? There is 
reason to fear many imagine 
they have, who will find them- 
selves deceived, when they pass 
the strict scrutiny of a hexrt- 
searching judge. 

There are various sources 
from which a false opinion of 
our own integrity may arise. 
The s.tisfaction we have taken, 
in innumerable blessings receiv- 
ed from a divine hand, may 
lead us to suppose we love their 





: 
; 
; 

4 
















ge ee 
_— “ad 


eee nt ee Ti = et 
i degre. 2 


“<5 a F bs SE 


Ye nel at A le eM 
+ 


- 


+ 


as. ee 
dey 


a . 

eg a ge 
ats 
a 


“a 


in ening + men 


Saki” oo 


J emer 








BoA SRW Deh Wes. - 


a * 
< ~~ ¥ 
» —— ra rent > 


176 Gn a Christian love of God. 


author. Men are generally in- 
doctrinated in the opinion of a 
supreme creator and governo 
of the world, who preserves lif: 
dispenses favors, and saves from 
evils to which all are constantly 
exposed. The most unholy 
may be in a habit of conceiving 
their blessings to be a divin. 
gift; they are conscious of in- 
numerable favors from a dispen- 
sing Providence, and may hav. 
the same love of God as one 
sinner hath to another for some 
actual or expected _ benefii. 
From the same motive they 
may love the law of God, es- 
teeming it a protection of their 
persons and properties, and a 
defence against the injuries of 
other men: or conceiving his 
government favorabie to their 
designs, they may be pleased 
that he is on the throne. Thes: 
affections may be strongly exer- 
cised without any just view o’ 
Gods holiness, the righteousness 
of his law. or the great designs 
he is accomplishing by his infi- 
nitely wise government. . The 
Lord appoints and delights in his 
own government for its holiness, 
bestows blessings on guilty 
men as a testimony of his race, 
and to lead them to a new life of 
repentance and good works; 
while sinners delight therein for 
his bountiful goodness, whic:, 
they Improve as means of grati- 
fying an evil disposition. Thus 
there mzy be a sensible love o} 
God arising wholly from the 
common principles of depravity. 
This kind of love, in some in- 
stances, may produce the zeal 
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false opinion that they love God, 
while they are entirely dest): 
of Coristian obedience. 
Sinful men, often doctrinally 
nisconceive the character of 
God, which leads directly to, 
iaise Opinion that they love him, 
The most ignorant are conscioys 
that they are in the hand and 
under the powerof the Lor. 
Anticipating his punishment of 
hose to whom he is opposed,it 
becomes very desirable to think 
he is altogether such an one as 
themselves ; that he approves 
of such ways as_ please them, 
will bear with their vices and 
neglectof pig iy, and by no means 
very strictly mark and punish 
iniquity. Such opinions, and the 
prophet, who prophesies sife 
things, are kindly entertained, 
and misconceptions of the (i 
vine character are increased by 
‘hat ignorance of moral glory, 
which necessarily exists in sinful 
minds. Ignorance of the glory 
of holiness, together with an 
unwillingness to be separated 
from sin, conspire to form and 
perpetuate a most dangerous 
scheme of sentiments. — The 
Lord whom they love is not the 
holy one of Israel; but a Gol 
fulsely formed, by their valp 1m 
azina ions. — It is not he whos 
grace is glorious in_ holiness 
who requires men to he meeky 
humble, filled with self denidh 
‘h ste, temperate, penitent, bee 
ient in Christ Jesus, renouncing 
heir own righteousness and 
wholly consecrated to his glory. 
Let their false opinions of the 
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of worship and carefulness in 
the external duties of religion 
doing this for God, in selfish ex- 
pectance of receiving a rewaru. 


character of God be corrected 
and the opinion that they re 
ulm would instantly cease. 

Misconceptions of the 9 
and offer of grace in the gos)" 
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hope that they love God. Con- 
sciousness of guilt and fear of 
unishment readily attract no- 
tice of the grace offered to a 
cuilty world; while depravity of 
heart renders men slow to learn, 
that they have no right to hope, 
until they are wasbed, and sanc- 
tified, and justified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus and by the 
spirito! our God. They overlook 
the necessity of repentance and 
faith issuing in a holy life, to 
obiain the promises. The most 
sinful are pleased with the gos- 
pel of reconciliation, until they 
understand the holiness of its 
doctrines and duues. Until they 
find the necessity of a renewal 
in heart to become members 1n 
Christ Jesus, they will love God 
for the offers of redemption 
through the blood of his Son. 
This temper leads directly to 
misapprehensions of the nature 
and offers of forgiving grace. 
Attempting to unite safety with 
the reigning power of sin, holi- 
ness of heart is dropped from 
the Christian character. Some 
imagine the gacious offer to be 
so extensive as will embrace all, 
however sinful. they remain ; | 
some suppose the gospel was 
designed to relax our obligation 
tobe holy in all things ; some, 
that as we are justified through 
a Saviour’s rig hteougness, there 
1S ho necessity for salvation, that 
We should be personally holy ; 
While others content themselves 
With the sound of grace and 
Mercy, not even making an en- 
(tity, whether any thing must 
be done by us to give a title to 
the promises. These false ideas 
of the nature and offers of pardon 
fom God, excite a selfish love of 
him lor the grace there is in the 
S°Spel,in many who have nei- 

Von. II, No, 5, 





ther the temper of Christ, nor 
the faith by which his children 
live and are purified. In all 
these cases sinful men, accord- 
ing to their own imagination, 
may love God, supposing he 
loves them ; while in its nature, 
it is not different from the love 
sinners may have one for ano- 
ther. How different are these 
false affections from that delight 
in the moral excellency of God 
which is seen by his saints ! For 
his benefits they are grateful, 
sensible that these deserve their 
praise and are evidence of his 
infinite goodness ; while for the 
moral glories of his nature they 
adore him. His character is 
lovely in their sight ; when this 
is beheld they are satisfied, and 
whem he 1s glorified their will is 
done. If, in covenant faithful- 
ness, he denies the blessings of 
time ; still they know he is righ- 
teous, and their obligation to 
serve him doth notdepend on the 
circumstance of his benefits to 
them being granted or denied. 
For the same reasons they love 
his law and government. ‘To 
them the great excellency of 
that freedom, which we receive 
in the gospel, appears to bea 
previous deliverance from the 
reigning power of sin. This 
love of God is different, in its 
whole nature, in its primary 
qualities, and ‘in all its effects, 
from loving him through a pre- 
supposed opinion that he will do 
them good asa merited fruit of 
their own services. The former 
is a testimony of the heart to the 
infinite glory of God ; the latter 
is merely an exercise of a forbid- 
den self love, which is common 
to all sinful beings, moves them 
in all they do, and wil! be both 


their punishment and sin, when 
y 
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Directions for Self-Examination. 


[May, 


infinite justice denies what they | going about to establish MY own 


now unmeritediy receive, and 
gives them up to reap the fruit 
of what they have sowed. Let 
nota question of such impor- 
tance, as the sincerity or insince- 
rity of our love to God, rest on 
having been once determined 
favorebly for ourselves; let us 
remember that the heart Is 
treacherous above all things. 
and search out its deceitful ex- 
cuses; let us reflect that many, 
who in the end tremble at the 
thought of meeting a holy God, 
had lived without a doubt that 
there foundation stood strong, 
unul they were shaken by death 
and the prospect of immediately 
entering eternity. 
P——S. 


ert 2% a 


Directions for Self-Examination. 
(Concluded from p. 148.) 


- § AVING thus examined 
my faith, let me proceed 
livpariially to examine the 
FRUITS AND EFFCTS OF MY 
FAITH. Many pretend to faith 
Wwiiose works give the lie to their 
pretensions ; let me, therefore, 
shew my faith by works. James 
1. 18. 

I]. Quest. WHat are THe 
FRUITS OF FAITH? Does it pro- 
duce those effects which the 
word of God points out as the 
proof and evidence of its since- 
iy, with respect to my cons- 
science, my heart, and my life 2 

1. What are the effects of my 
Jaith,as to my conscience 2 The 
scripture says, We have believed. 
and do enter into rest. Hebrew. 
Iv. 3. DoT rest from any former 
legal attempts to justify myself, 








righteousness ? Am I suatisfeg 
with Christ’s righteousness, ag, 
complete ttle to glory ? I reg 
of peace in believing ; have | 
peace in my conscience ? Being 
justified by faith, have I peu 
with God? When My soulis 
alarmed with the remembrance 
of former sits, or those lately 
committed, how do I obtaiy 
peace ? Is it by forgetting them 
as soon as [ can, and then fancy. 
ing that God has forgotten them 
too? Is it by resolving to do 
no more, and so making future 
obedience atone for past offer 
ces? Is it by performing rel 
gious duiles, and so making « 
mends? Or, is it by a fresh ap- 
plication to the pardoning, peace 
speaking blood of Christ! 
When my sins stare me in the 
face, and my duties themselves 
appear sins, whence, O my soul: 
proceeds thy comfort ! Js it the 
blood of Christ, my sacrifice, that 
jurges my conscience from dead 
works 2? Does faith, in the atone 
ment of his death, free me fiom 
the dreadful apprehensions o 
condemnation and wrath due (0 
sin? Do I, or do I not, believe 
that God is reconciled, through 
the death of his Son, and there 
fore look up to him with free 
dom and delight? If I have n® 
this peace, why is it? What hit 
ders? Either I do not cleay 
understand the nature of the 
gospel, or Ido not fully believe 
it; for it provides for every P®* 
sible case. If I have this, bles 
edbe God for it ! Lord help a 
to keep it, that 1t may keep m: 
Lord I believe ; help thou mine 
unbelief. 


2. I should try what ar the 


. : 
effects of my faith, a8 to m 
H BART, and its affections. 
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1809.] 
(1.) Do I love God, God the 


father 2 Do I think of him, and 


go to him as a loving father, in 
Christ? Have I the spirit of 
adoption, so that I cry adda fa- 
ther? Dol love him as the fa- 
ther of mercies, the God of hope, 
the God of peace, the God of 
love ? } 

(2.) Do I love Christ ? To 
those who believe he is precious. 
Is he precious to me ? Do I see 
infinite beauty in his person ? Is 
he the chief among ten thousand 
to me, and altovether lovely ? 
Do I admire the length, and 
breadth, and depth, and height of 
his love? Is it the language of 
my very soul, none but Christ, 
none but Christ ? Is it my grief 
and shamé, that I love him no 
more ? 

(3.) Do love the Holy Spirit ? 
(Rom. xv. 30.) Do I honour 
him, as the great author of light, 
life, grace, and comfort? Do I 
maintain a deep sense of my de- 
pendence on his divine agency, 
in all my religious performan- 
ces? DoI desire my heart to be 
his temple ? Am I cautions lest 
I quench his holy motions, or 
grieve him by my sins? Am I 
sensible, that without his influ- 
ences [ cannot pray, hear, read, 
communicate, nor examine my- 
seifasT ought ? 

(4.) Do I love God’e law ? 
Do I delight in the law of the 
Lord, after the inward man, not 
Wishing it less strict and holy, 
Dut because itis holy ? Am I 
4s willing to take Christ for my 
king to rule over me, as for my 
friest to atone for me? Do I 
hunger and thirst after righte- 
Oushess? Do J pant, and long, 
and pray to be holy ? Dol wish 
to be holy. as I wish to be hap- 
PY? Dol hate all sin, especially 
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that sin which most easily be- 
sets me, and labour daily to mor- 
tify it, and to deny myself? Do 
1 sigh for compiete deliverance 
from remaining corruption, and 
rejoice in the hope of it, through 
a holy Jesus ? DoT long for hea- 
ven, that there I may be satisfi- 
ed with his likeness ? 

(5.) Do I love Gad’s freofile ? 
Can I say to Christ, as Ruth to 
Naomi, thy peofile shall be my fieo- 
file? Dol love them because 
they love Christ, and bear his 
image? Dol feel an union of 
spirit with them, though they 
may not be of my party, or think 
exactly as I do? Can I say, Z 
know that I have pfrassed from 
death to life, because I love the 
brethren ? 


o 


S. What are the effects of my 


faith,as to my dady wa.kK and 


CONVERSATION ? Lhe word of 
God tells me, that he who isin 
Christ, is @ new creature ; old 
things are fassed away, all things 
are become new. If ye love me, 
said Christ, keef? my command- 
ments. Let me review the de- 
calogue, and see how my love to 
Christ is manifested by my obe- 
dience. 

(1.) Do I know and acknow- 
ledge God to be the only true 
God, and my God; anddo I 
worship and glorify him accord- 
ingly £ Is he the supreme object 
of my desire and delight? Do I 
trust him, hope in him, love to 
think of him ? Do I pray to him, 
do I praise him, am I careful to 
please him ? 

(2.) Do I receive, observe, 
and keep pure and entire all such 
religious worship, and ordinan- 
ces, as God hath appointed in 
his word ? How is it with me in 
secret prayer, in family prayer, 
in public prayer?) With what 
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views do I go to hear the preach- 
ed gospel ; and what good do I 
get by it! 

(3.) Do I make a holy and 
reverend use of God’s names, 
titles, attributes, ordinances, 
word and works ; avoiding the 
profanation of or abuse of any 
thing whéreby God makes him- 
self known ? 

(4.) DoI keep holy to God 
the Sabbath day; resting ail 
that day from wordly employ- 
ments recreations, and conversa- 
tion? And do I spend the whole 
time in public and private exer- 
cises of divine worship, except 
so much as is to be taken up in 
the works of necessity and mer- 
cy ? Is the sabbath my delight ; 
and .are the ordinances of God’s 
house very precious to my 
soul ? 

(5.) Do I endeavour to pre- 
serve the honour, and perform 
all the duties which Lowe to my 
sufieriors, inferiors, or eguals ; 
remembering, that true religion 
makes good husbands, wives, 
children, masters and servants ? 
If 1 am readly holy, lam reda- 
tively holy. 

(6.) Do I use all lawful means 
to preserve my own life, and the 
life of others? Dol avoid all 
intemperance? Do I resist a 
passionate temper? Do I labour 
to promote the welfare of men’s 
souls ? Do I exercise love, com- 
passion, and succour to the poor 
and distressed, according to m 
ability ? Can I, and do I freely 
forgive those who have injured 
me ! Can I, and do I pray for 
them ? and instead of hating, do 
I love my very enemies ? 

(7.) Do I earnestly strive to 
preserve my own and my neigh- 
bour’s chastity, in heart, sfreech 
and dchaviour, avoiding all the 
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incentives of lust, suchas inten, 
perance in food, lascivious SOligs 
nooks, pictures, dancines, php, 
and debauched company . 
membering that my body is the 


j temple of the Holy Ghost? 


(8.) Do I use the lawfy 
ineans of moderately procuring 
and furthering the wealth and 
vutward estate of myself and 
others £ Do I abhor every SDe- 
cles of robbery and injustice? 
Am [strictly and conscientious. 
ly honest in all my dealings, not 
over-reaching or defrauding any 
person, in any degree ? 

(9.) Do I studiously maintain 
and promote TRUTH, between 
man and man ; not only abhor- 
ring perjury, but hating all false. 
hood ? And do I, as a professor 
of religion, avoid both ludicrous 
and pernicious lies, being as ten 
der of my neighbour’s characier 
as of my own ? Am I very cau 
tious of making promises, and 
very careful to keep them! | 

(10.) Am I contented with 
the condition God has allotted 
me, believing that he orders all 
things for the best? And dol 
avoid, as much as possible, envy: 
ing my neighbour’s happiness 
or inordinately desiring 4y 
thing that is his ? 

And now, dear reader, what!s 
the result of your inquiry ? Hare 
you made a solemn pause al the 
close of every question, and 0b 
tained an honest answer! AN 
are you, notwithstanding mary 
unallowed imperfections, able @ 
conclude, that your faith 1 0s 
God’s operation ; and proved © 
to be, by its holy fruits of pe 
love, and obedience ? Then take 
the comfort, and give God the 
glory. 

But if, on the other hand; val 
evidence of scripture and 6 
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science is against you, and you 
are forced to conclude, that your 
heart is not right with God ; 
then, for God’s sake, and for 
your soul’s sake, cry instantly, 
and mightily to him, to have 
mercy upon you, and change 
your heart ; remembering, that 
though your case is awful, it is 
not desperate 5; and that. still, 
you, even you, coming to Christ, 
shall in no wise be cast out. 


et SS 


General observations on the Laws 


of Muses. 
(Continued from p. 142.) 


HE statutes and judgments 

prescribed for the Israe- 
lites, embraced various objects, 
and upon examination, will ap- 
pear to be excellently adapted to 
attain them. Asa system of re- 
ligious doctrine none can exceed 
them, acknowledging one enly 
living and true God, and requir- 
ing the worship, love and ser- 
vice of him, with all the heart 
and soul. As a system of reli- 
gious instruction in good things 
to come, the biessings of re- 
demption by Christ, their signi- 
hcancy and adaptedness, it is 
hoped, has been illustrated in the 
Preceding explanation, As a 
system of political and civil re- 
gulation, the subordination they 
require, the inviolable respect 
lor the rights of justice and 
equity they every where incul- 
Cate, the spirit of philanthropy. 
they inspire, and the protection 
and compassion they extend to 
the fatherless and the widow, 
the servant, the poor and the 
‘tanger, render them infinitely 


5] n 
oup 





“tor to all human systems, ! 


181 
and worthy of their divine au- 
thor. 

Butitis notso much toillustrate 
the superior excellence of. the 
Mosaic economy, as a system of 
religious and moral practice, nor 
of civil policy, as to exempt par- 
ticular regulations from the re- 
flection of being weak and trifling, 
to which they are exposed from 
the caprice of some and the ig- 
norance of many. As speci- 
mens of the regulations now 
contemplated may be produced, 
those which relate to meats, 
clean and unclean, to dress, that 
women should not put on that 
which pertaineth to men, nor 
men put on the garments of wo- 
men—to agriculture that they 
should not yoke an ass with an 
ox, nor sow their fields with dil- 
ferent kinds of seed. ‘These, 
with others of a similar kind, 
are obnoxions to censure, as 
frivolous. contemptible, and un- 


‘worthy of the God of Israel. 


But to vindicate them from such 
aspersions, it is only necessary, 
it is presumed, to observe, 

1. That God redeemed the 
nation of Irae] to be a people pe- 
culiar to himself. By solemn, 
covenant transactions, God be- 
came their God, and they be- 
came his people, and separated 
from all the idolatry of the hea- 
then. Conformably to this cha- 
racter, many regulations were 
prescribed as restraints from 
idolatrous superstition. For in- 
stance, idolatrous superstition 
had directed, that in worshipping 
the Gods, they. should accom- 
modate their dress to the God 
they worshipped to render them- 
selves more acceptable. As, 
when men worshipped Venus, 
the goddess of beauty and plea- 
sure, they should assume the 
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beautiful dress of women—when 
women worshipped Mars, the 
god of war, they should appear 
in the martial habit of men. 
Hence the prohibition, that men 
should not put on the dress of 
women, nor women the dress of 
men, became necessary, not on- 
ly to prevent a practice so-im- 
proper and indecent but also to 
preserve the Israelites from 
symbolizing in the superstitious 
rites ofheathen. For the same 
reason, they were prohibited 
from rounding their heads in 
cutting off their hair, neither 
might they mar the corners of 
their beards, for these were 
idolatrous rites. 
they cut their flesh, for that was 
the practice in the worship of 
Baal. Nor might they printa 
mark in their flesh, for by that 
rite idolaters initiated them- 
selves in the worship of their 
peculiar gods. Neither might 
they make garments of linen 
and woolen, nor yoke an ox with 
an ass, nor sow their felds with 
diferent kinds of seed. For by 
such commixtures, superstition 
taught idolaters, they recom- 
mended themselves to their gods 
and procured their smiles and 
blessings. However inferior 
and trifling, consequently, such 
regulations may appear to us, 
from the long disuse, and our 
ignorance of such heathenish 
customs, yet in the view of 
idolatrous superstition, they 
were particularly necessary and 
important, and God in prescrib- 
ing such regulations, expressed 
a detestation of idolatrous rites, 
and an attention to preserve his 
people from them, highly wor- 
thy of himself, and infinitely 


honorsble for his glorious cha- 
racter, 








Nor might, 





2. It was necessary and des). 
rable, that their visible appear. 
ance should correspond With 
their visible character and rela. 
tion. 

According to solemn engage. 
ments, God was _ their God, and 
they were his people. God was 
holy, and their relation to him, 
made their holiness essentially 
necessary. Be ye holy, for] 
the Lord your God am holy, 
The law or ten commandments, 
engraven on the two tables of 
stone, was the standard of their 
moral rectitude, and required 
verfect holiness. But, separat- 
ed from the idolatry of the hea 
then and brought near to God, a 
visible character, or appearance 
according with this relation, be- 
came peculiarly necessary and 
desirable. This might neither 
be dictated by human wisdom, 
nor exposed to the vanity of su- 
perstition. It pertained tothepre- 
rogative authority of God alone 
toresolve it. This was defined 
by a system of regulations, to 
them, irreversible and immute 
ble. These extended to thelr 
whole external conduct, and 
constituted the standard of visi 
ble purity and pollution. Cor 
forming to these prescribed 
rules of lifeand practice, they wel 
visibly pure and holy, prepared 
to receive the expressions of di: 
vine favor, and God promised 
them his protection’ and bless 
ing. If these were violated; 
they became visibly unholy) 
were disqualified for pecul™ 
privileges and God hid his face 
from them. If it were an inl 
vidual transgression, persons 
impurity was contracted and the 
transgressor should be put out 
of the camp. For God was © 

! - ypon 
purer eyes than to look UP 








any evil, and might see neither 
iniquity in Jacob, hor perverse- 
ness in Isreal. As in the habit- 
ual employments and daily oc- 
currences of life,  pollutions 
might be contracted, which dis- 
qualified for special favors. rites 
of purification were instituted 
for the removal ofthem. When 
those were attended In the man- 
ner prescribed, the subject was 
urified, visibly restored to the 
favor of God, and the privileges 
ofhis people. At the same time, 
these ceremonial, external, visi- 
ble impurities were peculiarly 
adapted to suggest to their 
minds, views of their moral de- 
fects and poliutions—as_ their 
rites of purification were design- 
ed to direct them to the great 
source of spiritual cleansing, the 
blood of Jesus. Their whole 
system consequently, consist- 
ing of moral precepts and cere- 
monial regulations, was emi- 
nently adapted to form and exhi- 
bit them agreeably to their holy 
profession. and distinguished 
relation, as high above all peo- 
ple, holy to the Lord their God 
—nd, walking in his statutes 
and judgments, and enjoying his 
protection and blessing, might 
extort the exclamation of Moses 
from everv spectator: Happy 
art thou, O Israel, who is like 
“ato thee, O people, saved by 
the Lord, the shield of thy help, 
Who is the sword of thy excel- 
lency, and thipe enemies shall | 
found liars unto thee ; and 


a shalt tread upon their high 
laces, 
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a 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE CON- 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE. 


Rev. Sin, 


I WAS much pleased with 
a letter In your Magzzine for 
April. from Mrs. Jerusha P—d, 
apd with your remarks upon the 
same. Soon after reading the 
Magazine, I happened to take 
up a volume of the Horz Solita- 
riz, and was highly entertained 
with some remarks of the author 
upon the conversation of many 
professors of religion. Think- 
ing them calculated to do good, 
and very well suited to follow 
the piece in vour Magazine a- 
bove alluded to, I venture to re- 
quest you to insert them in your 
hext number. 

Yours, &c. 
CLERUS. 


The Remarks are as follows: 
See Hor. Sol. Vol. 1. p. 162. 


WE are sorry to own, but 
cannot deny, that there are ma- 
ny high and vain-glorious pro- 
fessors, who can talk about 
Christ, and dispute for hours to? 
gether upon the peculiarities of 
his gospel, who, it may be fear- 
ed, are little better than sound- 
ing brass, and tinkling cymbals. 
These are they, -who give their 
tongue to Gop, but their very 
heart and soulsto the spirit of 
the world: And therefore when 
their sound is over, all is over 
with them. They profess in 
order to speak, and they speak to 
shew their profession. By any 
other signs, we should not be 
able easily to Cistinguish them 
from the rest of the world. 

It is to be deeply lamented 


too, among other things, that’ 
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professors are so little alone in 
these days. and not only do not 
practise but speak against fre- 
quent retirements from the 
world, which have been the usage 
and desire of good and wise men 
at all times. A man may as 
iustly be expected to advance in 
learning, without silent reflec- 
tion upon the subjects of know- 
ledge; as a Christian can be 
supposed to proceed in the di- 
vine life or spiritual science, 
without frequent prayer and me- 
ditation. There is no studying 
in acroud; nor yet learning the 
things of God in the constant 
bustle and confusion of earthly 
affairs. The real Christians, 
who are providentially called in- 
to these matters, find to their 
cost so much inquietude and 
distraction of spirit, as should 
deter others from venturing into 
them without calling. A calm- 
ness of mind can scarce be ex- 
pected in the midst of worldly 
storms: And therefore a Chris- 
tian, who values his own peace, 
will endeavour to shun them, 
even though some, whom 
the apostle calls dusy-dodies, 
“(meptepyaSoucvos workers about 
and about, and yet about nothing,) 
may think it monkish and gloo- 
my fora man to enjoy highly 
his God and his Bible, and be 
satisfied in these, without run- 
ning after the follies and foppe- 
ries of mankind. But, if it be 
right to pray, that we may not 
he dead into temptation ; surely, 
itcan never be right, that we 
ourselves should freely run into 
it. 

Too frequently likewise does 
the conversation of many per- 
sons degenerate into a mean 
and unfriendly detraction of the 
absent, It would be both evan- 











Fiore Solitaria. [May 
. ) 


gelical and cecent. if St. Aung. 
tine’s motto, for his table-tilk, 
was made a more general rye 
for discourse : 


Quisguis amat dictis absentuy 
rodere vitam, 

Hane mensam indignam nover! 
esse sibi * 


Which may be rendered: 
Whoever wounds an absent 
neighbours’s fame, 
No welcome seat at my repast 
shall claim. 


Many appear to seek company, 
for the mere purpose of shewing 
themselves in compuny, and 
such never leave it, if they have 
their own will, without drawing 
discourse into debate and dispu- 
tation: Just as if the shining 
In argument (though. as it fre- 
quently happens, such people 
are the most unfit of any by 
temper and education for the 
business) was the right way of 
obeying the precept, éo de: our 
hizht shine before men. Noisy, 
verbose, and incessant declema: 
tion, much oftener disgusts, than 
edifies, the hearts of the hearers. 
What Lactantius said of wis 
dom, may with great truts be 
said of grace, the highest wis 
dom; non in lingua, sed in corde, 
it does not lie in the tongue 
but in the heart. It wasa my* 
tical statute of the law. that eve 
ry ofien vessel, which hath noc 
vering bound ufton it, 18 unclean. 
By which it was signified, th 
not only every sinner, wh? 
is uncovered by the right 
ousness of Christ, is ina st 
of pollution ; but also that every 
professor, every. one thinkins 
himself a vessel of the true 540° 


* See his Life, by Passidonit's a. 
the head of his works. 
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tuary, Who notwithstanding is 
open to the spirit and conse- 
quently to the filth of this world, 
is unholy and unseparated, in 
direct disobedience to the will of 
God. ‘There are even proper 
reserves In common life: And 
in the Christian life they are 
still more necessary, till there be 
just occasions of speech; and 
then prayer for grace and wis- 
dom should be offered, at least 
internally, that the speech may 
be sound and seasoned with that 
salt, which may on those occa- 
sions glorify God, and edify the 
hearer. What was said of gra- 
cious Fbofter, Bp. of Gloucester, 
would be a becoming character 
to every Christian: “ He was 
spare of diet, spare of words,and 
sparest of time.” Besides; ’tis 
no part of a Christian’s business, 
be he in public or private station, 
to shew himself, and to display 
his own Jittle attainments (for 
they are but /z¢t/e at the most :) 
His duty it is to speak for his 
master, and even theft with 
meekness and fear. “ The soul 
(says the excellent archbishop 
Leighton,) that hath the deepest 
sense of spiritual things and the 
truest knowledge of God, is most 
afraid to miscarry in speaking of 
him, and is most tender and 
wary how to quit itself, when 
engaged to speak of and for 
him.”* A Christian’s life does 
hot consist in outward dispute 
or babbling, but in inward faith 
and joy : And the surest way of 
losing his own comforts, is by 
an idle debate, in which he 
Would appear the first actor, and 
display his own talents, or stir up 
IS animal passions, under the 
conceit of doing it for Gop.— 

% I 

Comment. upion 1 Pet. tii, 15. 
Vou. IE. No. 5 


The Neglect of Discipline. 
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Non tali auxilio.—Truth finds a 
better advocate in the Aeart and 
ife thanin the tongue. An hy- 
pocrite may prate about the gos- 
pel ; but the real Christian alone 
can live the gospel. Never 
therefore was the Psalmist’s ad- 
vice, and the Psalmist’s practice, 
more necessary than in the pre- 
sent day: Stand in awe, and sin 
not: commune with your own 
heart, and in your chamber, and 
be still. SELan,l.e. “ Note it 
well.” 


a ae 


On Discipline in the Church of 
Christ, 


A MONG many institutions 
in the Church of Christ 

for preventing sin and reclaim- 
ing the disobedient, oneis a 
salutary discipline, or the use of 
certain warnings and punish- 
ments on those who either are, 
or are supposed to be transgres- 
sorsof God’s law, and who live 
inconsistently with the doctrines, 
and example of our Redeemer. 
Several kinds of discipline were 
used in the Jewish Church, 
which, in its time, was the true 
Church of God, of which no par- 
ticular mention will now be 
made. In many discourses of 
our Saviour and precepts deli- 
vered by those who spoke under 
his authority, a salutary disci- 
pline was instituted. This was 
designed to reclaim offenders, 
and warn others against imitat- 
ing their heresies and angodly 
practice. ‘The subject of dis- 
cipline hath caused much con- 
tention in the Church from its 
establishment to the present day. 
It hath separated the Church 
general into several great par- 
ties, and caused animosities in 
particular a which werg 
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wiped away only by the death of | evils, natural and moral, whic, 


the actors. Passion can inflict 
punishment, while it is only 
patience and repentance can en- 
dure it. Ft isnotthe design of 
this paper to discuss the contro- 
verted points, where authority in 
the Church of Christ is vested, 


nor by whomcensures and pu- 


nishments ought to be inflicted ; 
neither certainly to determine the 
degree and extension of punish- 
ment, nor the evidence of repen- 
tance before an offender may be 
restored to the good charity of 
his. brethren. Each of these 
would lead into a_ boundless 
field of controversy, while, after 
all, it is probable that each 
Church or confederacy of 
Churches would follow their 
own maxims. A point of much 
easier solution is now proposed. 
When Christians of every de- 
Nomination agree there is a want 
of suitable discipline in the 
church of God, why is there no 
more efficacy in what they say, 
and so little energy in what they 
do. When pious men lament 
the fault; when the most zea- 
lous of Christ’s ministers preach ; 
when partizans for particular 
forms of discipline are ready to 
break union with their brethren, 
who cannot in all things see with 
them eye to eye; when con- 
sistories, synods and the most 
dignified councils, in large 
branches of the church consult 
and address ; and when all con- 
sent they are right in the end 
proposed ; why is there no 
greater effect from all the exer- 
tion than we behold ? 

If it be answered human de- 
pravity is the cause, this is doubt- 
less true, but not a fair reply ; 
for the depravity of men, ina 
sense, is the cause of all the 








have been in the world, from jx 
beginning to the present day. 
yet many successful efforts have 
been made to stem the over 
whelming torrent of its ¢ 
fects. 

To answer the enqniries we 
must resort to a more simple 
process of reasoning, and to sty 
ble facts. We must !ook tothe 
character of those who compose, 
and are leading members in 
those particular churches where 
salutary discipline is neglected, 
The general duty 1s not observ. 
ed, and in every instance of neg- 
lect, we shall see that a major: 
ty are afraid of the institution. 
If judgment begins at the house 
of God, they know not where tt 
will end. Many are willing to 
see a brother condemned, espe- 
clally, if there hath been any 
animosity existing ; to be con 
demned themselves would be 
very undesirable. Many are 
willing to have a brother’s fault 
exposed who would not, fora 
world have their own characters 
scrutinized. One says, such 
brother is an extortioner ; but 
he fears to bring the charge, lest, 
in the end, his own books of ac 
count should be examined. 
Another fears his neighbor hath 
spoken falsely ; but dare not be- 
gin an examination into sins0 
the tongue least his own slander 
and enmity and unneighborly 
insincerities should be detect . 
ed; and still a third is paine 
lest some one, who is destitu'e . 
of the grace of God should sta! 
the communion to which he b& 
longs ; but dare not speak; les 
in his own case, he should 
unable to render a reason for the 
hope that is in him. 

Others are deterred fro™ 
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their duty, lest it should bring 
upon them the reputauon of be- 
ing censorious people, or injure 
their business, or break the con- 
nexion which their young peo- 
je bave with famises, which 
they hold to be a little more res- 
pectable in the world than their 
own. Thus we are led to see 
the fountain from which hath 
flowed a negicct of salutary dis- 
cipline In the church from its 
first promulgation, The insti- 
tuiion is excellent, admirably 
ai.pted to recl im offenders, and 


wern ail men; its inefficacy ari- | 
con- | 


ses from the weakness, 
sciousness Of personal sin, and 
fears of woridly detriment, in 
those to whom the execution Is 
committed ; and in the present 
state of things, it Is not seen to 
whom the power may be en- 
trusted more safely. All are 
willing that others should be 
censured for their visible trans- 
eressions; all are convinced 
that an ordinance of discipline 
is very fit in the Church, and al- 
low that a fault somewhere ex- 
ists. What belongs to all is 
done by none. Some will go 
irom house to house, lamenting 
and saying aspersive things of a 
brother, who is really guilty, and 
Stops at this, thinking they have 
done their duty ; whereas they 
have departed from it. Their 
propagaiion of the scandal far- 
ther than it had reached before, 
Was a wrong thing, unul they 
had previously used the means 
of discipline as we find them ap- 
pointed by the great head of the 
church. Suggestions of evil 


Ought not to be made, where 
there is no evidence which wiii 
Substantiate the thing, before a 
Proper board for judgment. 
Thisis corrupting the blood with- | 


Lhe Neglect of Discifline, 
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out healing the wound ; neither 
is 1 a sufficient excuse, that the 
minister hath been verbally in- 
formed. Verbal information 
doth not authorize a minister to 
arralgn any one either before 
himselfor thechurch. A church 
process requires a more substan- 
tial way of proceeding or it 
would soon degenerate into con- 
fusion, and perhaps into oppres- 
sion. 

What shall then be done? Is 
all discipline in the church of 
Christ to be forborne? by no 
means. On whom doth the du- 
ty devolve ?.Onall. Allin their 
places, ought to be active. watch- 
ful and filled with brotherly love; 
for it is brotherly love excites to 
the only discipline, which will be 
for the glory of God and the 
good of souls. 

We never yet sawa church 
process which proceeded from 
antecedent contensions In the 
neighborhood concerning cha- 
racter and property, or from bit- 
ter civil controversies, that ter- 
minated cither in the prosperity 
of the Church or the spiritual 
good of the parties concerned. 
fhe reason is plain why this is 
the case; such ecclesiastical pri- 
cedures arise from enmity and 
revenge and not from a spirit of 
brotherly love. 

Neither are we to expect that 
processes in the church should 
originate from the instigation of 
its officers. Every member in 
the church, either doth or ought 
to think its officers, whether 
they be minister, elder, deacon, 
or by whatever name they are 
called, protectors of his rights 
as well as watchmen over his 
soul. Itis the duty of officers 
in the church to oversee gene- 
rally, advise, reprove and exhort, 
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i8s Sinners necessarily unhappy. 


but it is not to be expected of 
them, that they become accusers 
in every matter of wrong sug- 
gested to them, then search a 
whole parish for evidence, and 
afterwards moderate in the body 
which is to pronounce sentence. 
Common sense dictates differ- 
ently concerning the division of 
duties in every body, which is 
vested with judicial powers, 
where there are rights to be 
preserved, as well as sins to be 
punished, 

But when will a salutary dis- 
cipiine be maintained in tlie 
Church? never, until the ruling 
influence of the body is correct 
both in sentiment and practice : 
until this time there will be a 
scandalous omission of an im- 
portant duty. Particular con- 
sciences may be grieved, and 
reverend bodies may address 
without any effect, that will be 
permanent. It isa want of the 
power of godliness, and not of 
information which causes the 
evil. Christians and churches, 
must endeavor to purify their 
lives and warm their own hearts 
in the spirit of love, before they 
are proper instruments of admi- 
nistering the discipline of 
Christ’s house ; and when this 
is done there will be little need 
of information how to proceed. 

An Important question on this 
subject arises, How far shalla 

shristian, who is conscientious, 
continue his connection with a 
church where the duty of disci- 
pline is wholly neglected ? To 
this question the writer can give 
no answer but the following : 
act not rashly and imprudently ; 
uct in the exercise of a good 
conscience, and us on most deli- 
berate consideration, will be for 
the glory of God and the good 
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of souls : neither deprive yoyr. 
self the benefit of Christ’s org}. 
nances, because some, whom 
you cannot prevent, misuse 
them. Our divine Lord, on. 
certain occasion said, that the 
tares and the wheat must grow 
together until the angels of God 
separate them. An awful sepe. 
ration. 


—-=t <> 


Sinners necessarily unhappy un- 
der the calamities of Life, and 
a guilty conscience, 


HE first dictate of wisdom, 

as it respects ourselves, is 

to obtain the most perfect happi- 
ness ; and the second, to gain a 
support under evils, which are 
inseparable from the state in 
which we live. Religion gives 
both ; it is most effectual to pre- 
vent evils and procure blessings, 
and most powerfully supports 
the mind under what must be 
endured. The word of God 
assures us that “ The wicked 
fiee when no man pursueth,” 4 
most lively description of the 
effects of a guiliy conscience; 
which always accompanies abad 
life. If the wicked fearfully 
fly when no evil is approaching, 
except the terror of their own 
consciences, what must their dis- 
quietude be when heavy calaml- 
ties overwhelm them ? What 
a sense of weakness and danger: 
What vain endeavors to fy 
therefrom ! What dread of pain 
in expectation ! What fear of 
that providence which goverms 
all things, and of seeing 4 holy 
God whom they have offended - 
It becomes us soberly to tT 
ect how unprepared a sinful 


| person is to meet calamity ; 415% 
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how it is increased by ruilt and 
by those truths, which are the 
support of a good man. While 
asinful temper and practice are 
yofavorable to the exercise of 
reason. they give violent strengt! 
tothe passions and appetites.— 
Persons in this condition, have 
not accustomed themselves to 
view either objects or truths 
rationally and in an enlarged 
connection; and having been 
wholly engrossed by present 
scenes, ther do not know how 
to derive support from a consid- 
eration of those truths which re- 
late to futurity. All who are of 
this character must be unpre- 
pred to meet evil. By afilic- 
tionsand bereavements the ac- 
customed objects of their sup- 
port are taken, and in their stead 
there are no rational and divine 
consolations to strengthen the 
sinking spirits. 

Asinful person, under una- 
voidable calamities, is unable to 
exercise such submission to Di- 
vine Providence as is the best 
possible support. The severity 
of trials very much depends on 
the manner in which we receive 
and endure them. Jn the first 
Plice, a sinful mind, in enmity, 
contends with the instruments 
of Divine Providence, not re- 
garding the law to love our en- 
tmies. If men are the instru- 
ments of our evil, the feelings 
of bitter revenge arise, or if in- 
‘himate things, a most impious 
disquietude with nature. Or, if 
the sinful mind rises so high in 
ls teflections, as to consider the 

mighty first cause, it rises 
velit against him and his 
wt All rising of the heart 
eal God who directs, will 
aie Ee weight on the 

ing mind. ‘Lo see the di- 


_— 





vine perfections; to realize an 
irresistible government from 
which there is no escape, and to 
icel himself the subject of an 
administration and laws which 
cannot be escaped, must greatly 
aggravate the evils endured by 
a Sinner. 

A guilty conscience doubles 
the weight of all other calami- 
lies. ‘lo describe this hath of- 
ten been attempted in lively co- 
lors ; yet no human description 
hath equalled its severity. 
“ The wicked flee when no man 
pursueth.” ‘Yhey say, “ every 
one who meeteth will slay me.” 
“ Terrors shall make him afraid 
on every side, and shall drive 
him to his feet.” A guilty per- 
son is his own accuser, and his 
own knowledge both witnesses 
andcondemns him. Being his 
own judge, a consciousness of 
his demerits appals him, and 
self condemned he apprehends 
that judgment will be speedily 
executed. He hath no confi- 
dence in that government, which 
will be glorious in his punish- 
ment, nor can he look to God as 
a father and a refuge in the 
time of evil. Conscious of sin 
it appears to him that the al- 
nighty must be unfriendly, 
consequently the whole course 
of nature in opposition to his 
wishes ; also, conscious that his 
own practice is unfriendly to 
society he can have no confi- 
dence in mankind. 

These are the effects of a 
guilty conscience. It isin itself 
an evil; it creates evil in imagt- 
nation : it represents to the self 
accusing mind both the creator 
aid his creatures in a hostile 
state ; while justice and righte- 
ousness are a cause of dread. 

Neither can the sinful find a 
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support under calamities by 
looking to futurity. In bearing 
trouble the hope of some good 
to come is a great support. We 
endure distress with fortitude 
when there is a prospect of its 
being followed by consequential 
good. This source of comfort 
is shut against those who diso- 
bey God. If they consider the 
course of nature, all lis laws are 
calculated to bring unhappiness 
on the guilty ; if they reflect on 
the course of providence, this. 
also, hath ever been opposed to 
the ways of wickedness: if they 
consult divine revelation, even | 
the book of grace confirms the 
denunciations of the law, that 
the person, who wilfully conti- 
nues to be sinful must continuc 
under the power of death: ori 
they look to the dissolution of 
the body, although this may de- 
liver from some present pains. 
they know not into what plague 
it may usher them. When they 
peruse the holy word ef God. 
it no where describes eternity 
as a safe retreat for vice, or that 
even infinite grace will save an 
unrepenting sinner. When the 
sinful are ina state of prosperi- 
ty, they may feign to them- 
selves safety to come; but we 
are now considering them in ad- 
versity, when they are very dil- 
ferent creatures, the follies of 
a sinful imagination having for- 
saken them. The reader never 
Saw a person, of a character 
deeply vicious, groaning under 
heavy distress, who was able to 
preserve the delusion of safety. 
Present sorrows being felt 
cannot be dissipated by the pow- 
er of a depraved imaginatiog. 
Every person under calamity 
must consider that itis as possi. 


Religious Intelligence. 






(Maz, 


with all the divine Perfeciions 
that it should be the case ip lus 
turity, as that it should be atthe 


present me. 

This is a brief view of the sy). 
ject, but if it were much furhe 
extended all would acknowlede 
nat the apprehensions of « y. 
cious person, under thc ineviiable 
evils of the world, are very cis. 
tressing afer the pleasures of 
sense have depiried and ty 
can derive no support from re 
son and truth. The adversity 
consists inthe withdrawmen: of 
such worldiy enjoyments as hare 
been their only support. Their 
contending hearts rise aguinst 
the sovereignty of God and tie 
instruments by which his judy 
ments are executed, and inso 
awful a contention they must be 
miserably defeated. ‘They are, 
at once destitute of confidence 
in God, their feliow-men and 
themselves. Sober discernment 
and an uncorrupted judgment 
cannot hesitate a moment iD gi 
ing the preference to a virtuous 
lie. 

B——i. 
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Religious Intelligence. 


Mr. Epiror, 


TO hear of the wonderful op 
erations of divine grace } al 
ways refreshing to the people 0 
God. The following 1s 4" ex 
tract from a Letter, dated Smith 
town, (L. Island,) March 3184 
r8o9. ALANSON: 


“ My pEAR UUCLE); 


A sense of my duty has ™ 





dle, and may be as consistent 








; : hat 
duced me to inform you *” 
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the Lord has done and is still 
doing on this Island. By his 
Almighty power, the eyes of 
the blind are opened, the ears of 
the deaf unstopped, and multi- 
tudes of stout-hearted sinners 
have been brought to throwdown 
the weapons of their rebellion, 
and to acknowledge Gop their 
rightful Lord and Sovereign.— 
The glorious work began at Co- 
ram: It has spread throuch 
Middle-Island, Old Man’s, Mil- 
lei’s Plage, Setalket and Smith- 
town to the westward. At 
S gharbor, East-Hampton and 
Bridgehampton the revival has 
been very great. Mr. Beecher 
has admitted eighty members 
into his church since the first of 
January. And, blessed be God, 
Phope [ have not been suffered 
toremain an idle spectator.— 
The staff on which I rested has 
been torn from me; and I have 
been brought to feel my need of 
a Saviour, and I. hope and 
trust I have experienced the 
joys of pardoned sins. I date 
my new-dirth the 2d of January, 
and since thafbappy period I 
have enjoyed nfére real happi- 
ness than I ever did in my 
Whole life before. 

_ Join with me my dear friends 
in blessing the name of that God 
who has borne with me so long ; 
andhas now brought me toa 
sense of my situation. Had I 
received my just deserts, instead 
of writing to my friends, I should 
how have been * lifting up my 
eyes in torment.” 

[feel greatly distressed for 
My Poor sisters. I beg, my 
<n that you will write 
siaaagt and endeavor to con- 
deisel ‘em of their awful situa- 

1 while out of the ark,” &c. 
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ANECDOTES. 


The aged Father meeting with an 
afflicted Son. 


AN aged and pious father 
having arrived from a distance 
to the house of his son, whose 
wife lay dead, two others of the 
family being at the same time 
sick, on entering the door grasp- 
ed the hand of his son and said, 
* you have wished for my com- 
ing to comfort you: this I can- 
not do ; in so trying a season, 
comfort must enter your heart 
from a higher source. Remem- 
ber the words of Christ, “ these 
things I have spoken unto yor, 
that in me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall have tribu- 
lation ; but be of cheer, I have 
overcome the world.” This is 
not the first afiliction you have 
met, and my son, if you are a 
Christian and continue to live, 
it is not the last you will expe- 
rience. I knew your first seri- 
ous thoughts ; I know your na- 
tural disposition. I can finda 
word of consolation for you in 
the eighty ninth Psalm. “If 
they break my statutes and keep 
not my commandments ; then 
will I visit their transgression 
with the rod,, and their;ihiquity 
with stripes. Nevertheless my 
loving kindness will I not utter- 
ly take from him, nor suffer my 
faithfulness to fail.’ “ It is 
through much tribulation we 
must enter into the kingdom of 
God.” Your affliction is\ now 
become irretrievable and it on- 
ly remains, that you improve it 
in dright manner. This you 
will not do until you can say, 
« not my will but thme be done, 
“ Jeave thy motherless children, 
“ [ will preserve them alive.” 
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This plain exhortation of a 
pious parent, was the first means 
of consolation to a heart filled 
and broken with sorrow ; while 
all the condolences of polite 
surrounding acquaintance had 
served but to increase woe. 


An aged Woman. 


AN aged woman, on entering 
a place of deep afiliction, after a 
few tears were shed, thus said 
“Tam nowat home.” It being 
known there was no connec- 
tion between her and _ the af- 
flicted family, inquiry was made 
why the said,“ I am now at 
home.” After some apology 
for the manner of her expres- 
sion she said. “ There are too 
reasons, the firstis; I have been 
a woman of affliction, and all af- 
flicted people appear to me like 
brethren. Whether they profit 
or not, all such ave certainly in 
the school of preparation for 
heaven. ‘They are in the best 
state to learn we are sinners and 
need chastisement. 

But [have a greater reason 
than this. The apostle speaks 
of being at “ home in the body 
and absent from the Lord.” Eve- 
ry Christian believes there is a 
state of mind, which is properly 
described by being at home with 
the Lord, and being absent from 
the painful influences and power 
of the world. In my first sea- 
son of affliction I was stubborn 
and contended hardly with God. 
By the power of his grace he 
brought me to submit. In my 
succeeding afflictions I have been 
pained : time after time my 
heart hath been broken : still | 
have had much Christian enjoy- 


! 





ment in the midst of troubles. I 
have been happy under my 
deepest calamities. I consid. 
ed God on the throne, an abso. 
lute sovereign in all thin ; 
which pertained to the happj. 
ness or unhappiness of this lif. 
I have learned that Nothing 


| Which we do can merit hapyj. 


ness ; I have learned to look to 
God as a fountain when the 
streams are dried away. It hath 
pleased the Lord to give me 
more clear manifestations of his 
presence in seasons of trouble 
than at other times. — This jed 
me to say, “ I am_ now 2 
home.” lam now in the midst 
of such scenes as have often 
broken my heart, but in which! 
have found a happiness, which 
the world cannot give. This 
convinced me that the wordsof 
the prophet are true, “ it is bet- 
ter to go to the house of mour- 
ing than to the house of feasting: 
for that is the end of all men, 
and the living will lay it to bi 
heart.” 


A Dying Youth. 


A young person on the bed of 
sickness said, “ five years since 
I should have repined under the 
pains I now feel. It is so long 
since I was mercifully remem 
bered by God and found ™ 
peace in him. I have often 
heard of affliction, but never 
knew what it was until this sich 
ness: I have often heard instruc 
tions and advice to the afflictel 
but never until now knew the 
value. Iexpectto die. Ihe’ 
neither brother nor sister 
leave. But, oh ! my parents 
Yet I can part with them, for 
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yerily expect through the grace 
of God, to meet them again 
soon. They are now filled with 
gricf, and if they should not be 
able, at my death, which must 
speediry happen, to say ** the 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away ; blessed be the nume 
of the Lord,” it would indeed be 
a sting to me. Oh ! who knows 
but I may have a deeper sting ! 
If God should withdraw his pre- 
sence, and my wicked heart 
should triumph, it would indeed 
be hard to bear the pain and to 
die. I have not now, nor do I 
expect ever to have but one 
comfort, which is to say “ not 
my will but thine be done.” To 
say this is the purest comfort of 
a Christian, and if I do not mis- 
take, it must be the triumph ofa 
Christian in death.” 

At the mouth of two or three 
witnesses shall every word be 
established. In each of these 
anecdotes, submission to the will 
of God, acting as a wise and holy 
sovereign, is represented to be 
the only sure ground of happi- 
hess under trouble. May every 
reader, by the possession of this 
disposition, be prepared to meet 
trials, Let him remember 
the days of darkness for they 
shall be many.” 

N. B. The future favors of 
the gentleman who forwarded 
the above, are requested. 


— 


A Fact. 


A Father, in his early life, 
Was left with an only child, a 
daughter. He was then poor. 

vatice and ambition were his 
tuling passions and these led 

M'olmpiety. His child was 

Vox. Il. No. 5. 
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carefully dressed, nursed and fed 
unul her fourteenth year. In 
this time. by industry and small 
speculutions, in which he was 
dextrous. he had acquired a de- 
cent property. Having a foun- 
dation laid for more rapid gains, 
and his daughter being grown to 
womanly size, he determined to 
prepare her for some respecta- 
ble connexion. She was intro- 
duced to more public schools 
without that preparation which 
can be obtained only in child- 
hood. The name of property 
covered these defects. and in her 
person she was desirable, nearly 
at, the age of seventeen. in the 
moment of attempting to enter 
the circle of polite life, she was 
taken from the world by a fever, 
She is with her judge and we 
have neither to commend or ac- 
cuse her: Still this we have to 
say, her judge, who knoweth all 
the circumstances of her life, 
must have been displeased with 
her parent, who was more en-+ 
gaged in the pursuit of proper- 
ty, than to impress sentiments 


yf piety in her mind at the age 


most suited to receive them. 
For parental neglect there is no 
atonement, It isa sin which can- 
not be retrieved. Oh! that all 
parents considered how much 
more valuable moral sentiments, 
impressed in childhood, are to 
the possessor than all the wealth 
which can be hoarded. 

After the death of his dauch- 
ter, the father visited a pious 
neighbor to obtain consolation. 
He plainly said “ I cannot see 
ihat God is good in permitting 
the death of my daughter.” 

To which the good man an- 
swered. I can form some idea 
of your trouble, although I have 
not experienced afflictions alte- 
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gether similar. As you have 
denied the goodness of God I 
will speak freely, for you pro- 
fess to seek for comfort and your 
own duty. You say, “ I cannot 
see that God is good in permit- 
ting the death of my daughter.” 
Examine this matter before you 
come to so rash a conclusion. 
‘That he was good in giving and 
continuing her to you so long, 
and furnishing you with the 
means for her decent support I 
am persuaded you will not deny. 
This brings the case to a near 
period oftime. And was he not 
good in taking her from you ? 
She was become the idol both of 
your avarice and ambition. Be- 
fore this event you did not think 
of God, religion or another 
world; now you have some 
thoughts of each. Who can 
tell but God may bless this trial 
to open your eyes to the truth 
and make you a different man. 
He often accompanies affliction 
with his effectual, sanctifying 
grace. Indeed, replied the pa- 
rent, there may be something 
in this, and I must confess there 
isneed enough. But this does 
not come to the point, “ I do not 
see that God was good to my 
daughter in appointing to her so 
early a death, when she had eve- 
ry fair prospect for a “happy 
life.” 

This, replied the pious neigh- 
bor, is giving another view of the 
event, which may be yet more 
favorable to the wisdom and 
goodness of God. 

Your daughter was born to 
exist forever. This life was the 
only season she could have to 
prepare for another. With res- 


pect to her mother, who was 
early taken from her it is well 
Known she was a pious woman, 
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and itis presumed she prayed 
much for this child. — Betweey 
that time and the child’s death 
you will not say a single prayer 
was offered or any pains used to 
give her Christian knowledge, 
What she knew on these gy). 
jects was gleaned accidentally 
by living in a Christian land. 
You was introducing her, with 
allthe advantages of property, 
into the most irreligious compa. 
ny which could be selected, 
How great the danger of sucha 
state experience can determine, 

If the child had a_ sparkof 
grace, implanted in her heart, in 
answer to a mother’s prayers, it 
must have been too weak to meet 
the temptations of her situation. 
Therefore 1t might have been 
the geodness of God which re- 
moved her from the school of 
earth to the school of heaven. 

Or to make the most undesira- 
ble supposition, which I should 
not unless I were driven by your 
repining temper, if she had to 
Christian grace, her sins were 
not aggravated in their kind, 
and certainly were palliated by 
the inattention of those around 
her. As she was circumstanced; 
surrounded with temptation and 
under the care of those who had 
not the fear of God, it might be 
his goodness which removed het 
at so early a period. Her ac 
count at the bar of God might 
be much less awful to render 
than if she had been continued 
many years in dissipation and 
impiety. Arraign not, there- 
fore the goodness of Jehovah: 
rather, condemn the impiety ° 
irreligious parents. Let all of 
rents read this account with fea! 
and trembling. 

MONITOR. 
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& The Lord relieveth the father- 
jess and widow.” “ A father of 


the fatherless, anda judge of 


the widows is God in his holy 
habitation.” “ Leave thy fa- 
therless children, I will prre- 
serve them alive ; and let thy 
qidows trust in me.” % Pure 
religion and undefiled before 
God and the father is this ; to 
visit the futherless and wit- 
dows in their affliction.” 


IN no respect are the promi- 
ses and providence of God more 
apparently coincident, than in 
his kind dispensations to the 
fatherless and the widow. The 
first knowledge of persons, in 
these conditions, excites in our 
minds an interest which we do 
not feelin other cases of afflic- 
tion. So prone are we to over- 
look the influences of provi- 
dence, and attribute that honor 
to means, which is due only to 
the great first cause, that for- 
getting the widow hath a God 
and judge and the. fatherless a 
father in heaven, we call them 
the most defenceless, and _per- 
haps the most useless of man- 
kind. Let us not fix our opi- 
nions of this subject on either 
the frailty or weakness of human 
nature. He who is mighty in 
strength, who braces the arms 
of the valiant, and imparts to the 
prosperous their sources of de- 
fence, did also cause that the 
meal in the barrel and the oil in 
thecruse of the widow in Sarep- 
a should not fail: he made 
Lois and Eunicethe instruments 
ofexistence and the means of 
orming Timothy for a sphere 
of usefulness exceeded by few of 
the apostles and fathers. These 
ate but solitary instances ot 
Goi’s kindness to the widowed, 
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which might be selected from 
innumerable others in sacred 
and profane history and within 
our own observation. © Let 
not the wise man glory in his 
wisdom, neither let the mighty 
man glory in his might, let not 
the rich man glory in his riches : 
but Jet him that glorieth glory 
in this, that he understandeth 
and knoweth me, that I am the 
Lord which exercise loving kind- 
ness, judgment and righteous- 
ness in the earth.” Let not the 
children of the affluent and pow- 
erful glory, unless they improve 
these advantages for the honor 
of God and a virtuous life. The 
sheaves of Joseph’s elder breth- 
ren bowed before his sheaf. 


Although the dream excited the 


vengeance of those who thought 
themselves better than he was ; 
its fulfilment in the famine and 
vice-royalty of Egypt will never 
be obliterated from the history 
of mankind. The Lord will not 
forget his Josephs ; neither will 
he forget the widow and the 
orphan. After a few years are 
passed, those, who are now most 
highly advantaged may bow be- 
fore the unprotected orphans of 
the present time, This may arise 
from the sovereign providence 
of God by means we cannot 
now foresee ; or it may take 
place through the virtue of some 
and the vice of others. The di- 
versity of God’s providence is 
matter of wonder to all the con- 
siderate : this providence is un- 
controlable, for in its hand are 


found both the means and the 


effect. While the most absolute 


sovereignty is preserved, all its 
works appear to be effected by 
means ; thus the bighest glory 
accrues to God, while creatures 
have every motive to vigorous 
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196 The Widow. 


exercise. The promises of 
earthly blessings to Christians 
are few. ‘Their bread and water 
are made sure, while all other 
favors may be denied in cove- 
nant faithfulness. The widow, 
fatherless and afflicted are the 
subjects of more promises than 
are given to all other descrip- 
tions of people ; these persons, 
while overlooked by the pride 
of the world, are most tenderly 
regarded by the father of mer- 
cies. There can be no greater 
evidence to the children of men 
that God 1s good, and that his 
naiure is love. Therefore let 
not the frail child of dust des- 
pond under the inevitable trou- 
bles and pains of life, for he 
hath a fatherin heaven. © fi 
they break my statutes and kee; 
not my commandments; then 
will I visit their transgressions 
with the rod, and their iniquity 
With stripes. Nevertheless, my 
loving kindness will I not utter- 
ly take from him, nor suffer my 
faithfulness to fail. 

The writer was led to these 
reflectiuns by conversing with 
an aged woman who had been a 
widow for more than forty years. 
She was ona hed of sickness 
which terminated in her death. 

Her mind was deeply impres- 
ed with these words * det thy 
widows trust in me.” She had « 
cheeriul hope of © salvation 
through the grace of God, and 
her mind was strangely carried 
back to review the goodness of 
God to her and her children. 
She often exclaimed Oh! this 
wonderful providence of a cove- 
nant keeping God! He forgets 
none of his promises ! He hath 
never corrected me, but in cove- 
nant faithfulness ; my adversities 
have not been greater than I 
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needed, and his enlichtenin 
grace must have been added to 
these, or I should not have Sten 
my need of them. 

After some particular ques. 
tions of inquiry she gave the 
following accouit of her life and 
afflictions. J] was early in. 
structed in the principles of re. 
lixion by my grand purents, and 
my parents gave me an educa. 
tion suited to an industrious and 
reputable life. But, alas! all 
these dear connexions Were soon 


taken from me. I was married 


at an early age. My resolutions 
agreed with those of my hus 
band, by frugality and industry 
to amass more of the world than 
our parents had possessed. For 
a number of years we were in 
dustrious, moral in our conduct, 
and every thing promised fair to 
accomplish our intentions. A 
sudden and awful stroke of 
God left me a widow, and some 
untoward events rendered me 
pennyless. A widow with four 
young children around me end 
destitute of support, I sunk into 
the deepest gloom. My chil- 
dren and myself became tattered 
ian dress; my health was im- 
pairing, and my spirit for exet- 
don gone, 

* T never shall forget the days 
when an aged widow entered 
my room, who — had passed 


through more bitter afflictions 


than myself, She walked on 
staff. As she approached the 
bed on which I lay she spoke 
the blessed passage “ let thy 
widows trust in me.” She ws 
dim through age, but drawing 
her spectacles from their casts 
and calling my children to he! 
she mended several breaches ™ 
their cloathing, and told them 
that Ged was the father of the 
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ftherless and exhorted them to 
be good children. After this she 
said to me, Maty, I know you 
are in trouble, and pray God it 
may be for your eternal good. 
She argued from reason, experi- 
ence andl the holy scriptures. 
especially from the blessed 
words already recited “let thy 
widows trust in me” until I was 
amazed at myself. I was re- 
proved for I had no trust in 
God ; I was confounded through 
asense of my sin; I was en- 
couraged on finding I might have 
anall sufficient friend, and my 
fortitude returned on hearing 
the encouragements of God to 
the widow and the fatherless. 
Itis needless for me to tell you 
all the circumstances, through 
which the instruction of the agved 
woman and the grace of God 
brought me to possess greater 
riches than the world can give. 
ihad no sooner attempted to 
help myself, than it appeared 
as though the providence of God 
helped me in every thing. I 
found that the promises cannot! 


help us without the use of means | 


togive them efficacy : I found 
more happiness in depending on 
God, than in any prosperous 
state [had ever imagined to be 
10 the world, From this time, 
my neighbors appeared to know, 
“That pure religion and unde- 
filed before God and the father 
isthis ; to visit the widows «und 
the fatherless in their affliction.” 
For a se2son charity liberally 
aided me; after this industry 
and economy took its place, and 
after supplying a widow’s table 
and vestry T had some little sav- 
ings to put my three boys in 
apprenticeships to respectable 
tedes. Two of them I hope 
ate Dlous, the other is a moral 
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mah, and it is supposed they are 
all in athriving condition. When 
I visit them their tables ate 
plentifully supplied and theif 
families neatly clad without that 
gaudery, which is always disaé 
sréeable to people of taste and 
consideration. You cannot cofi- 
ceive the pleasure I feel in hold 
ing my grand-children and tea- 
ching them some good hymns. 
Tbis daughter I kept with my- 
self, and you see she isin no bad 
circumstances. For many rea- 
sons I wished to live with her in 
my old age. 1 often tell her she 
istoo much concerned for the 
world, but I hope that God will 
teach her.—Here she was much 
affected. 

“ But if you ask me” said she, 
*“ how all this has been done I 
cah give you no answer but this, 
*- Leave thy fatherless children, 
I will presetve them alive ; and 
let thy widow’s trust in me.” 
— -The world would not be- 
lieve, if l were to give a more 
particular account, how we were 
clothed when naked, fed when 
hungry, healed when sick, and 
kept through innumerable trou- 
bles. which none but those who 
have felt can justly apprehend. 
Mark the sovereign goodness of 
God, and the benefits of fearing 
him: The goodness of God in 
btinying so vile a sinner aS] was 
to fear him ; lo! It was sove- 
reign grace: And the benefits 
which followed the lowest de- 
gree of Christian obedience, for 


} it wasonly the lowest which I 


ever rendered. Many children,’ 


of those who were prosperous 
when I was afflicted, are now 
sunk into the depths of distress 5 
but murk ye, sir, it is through 
their own vices they are so for- 
lorn. Blessed promises are made 
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to the obedient : But how can | of distrusting God, the sufficien. 
we obtain the promises, unless | cy of the promises, the certaip, 
we comply with the terms on | ty they will all be fulfilled, ang 
which they are made?” After | especially of this promise— 
joining in prayer with the good | “ Leave thy fatherless children, 
woman at her request, I reti- | 1 will preserve them alive, an 
red with a deep sense of the | let thy widows trust in me.” 

mysteries of providence in this 
‘world ; the folly of sin, the guilt 
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POETRY. 


Pleading for Mercy. 


WHILE Jesus frowns there’s nought can cheer my soul, 
Like one forsaken, day and night I mourn ; 
The restless waves of trouble o’er me roll, 
I faint, with griefand anguish overborne. 
No creature-aid can give my spirit rest, 


_ My God alone can fill my large desires ; 


His smiles alone can make me truly blest, 

While tow’rd his throne my bleeding heart aspires. 
© Saviour ! spurn not when I cry and pray ; 

Hide not thy beauties from my longing eyes ; 
Why should I dwell so far from thee away ? 

© come, and * seize my soul with sweet surprise ‘” 
Sweet is thy voice, and peace is in the sound, 

Thy love is better than the noblest wine ! 

This is a balm for ev’ry blccding wound, 

it fills the soul with happiness divine. 


Ah wretched heart, inconstant, false and vain, 
That clings to earth, and longs for sinful joys ! 
When shall it, o’er corruption, vict’ry gain, 
And soar above this world’s delusive toys. 


Does not thy love my warmest thoughts engage 
Thou source of hope, and fountain of delight ! 
Thy cheering smiles my inward grief assuage, 
And raise my songs, tho’ veil’d in gloomy night. 
Jesus, my God ! to thee I raise my pray’r, 

O cast one look of gentle pity down ; 

Let me not sifk, o’erwhelm’d with deep despair," 
To hell’s dark caves, beneath thine angry frown ! 
Thou michv’st, own, with justice bid me 


Where hope, nor mercy, e’er shall cheer the soul 5 
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Where I should agonize in endless woe,— 

In fiery waves, with ceaseless anguish, roll! 

But, oh! what pangs would rend my throbbing heart,— 
What horror, wild, would, in my looks appear, 

Should thy stern voice, in thunder, say, “ Depart 

« From my right hand, thou hast no portion here |” 


Icannot live with those who hate thee now, 
Blaspheme thy name, despise thy word and ways, 
Whose stubborn hearts to thee refuse to bow, 
Whose lips, profane, refuse to speak thy pruise. 
And can I dwell with guilty ghosts below ? 

With devils, raging, ’gainst th’ immortal king ! 

Where fires of wrath, and malice fiercely glow, 

And shrieks, and curses make hell’s caverns ring} 

Thy grace, O Saviour, gloriously cisplay, 

Reveal thy love, and not thy wrath alone ; 

Reise me to see a bright. a heav’nly day,”— 

To join the choirs that sing around thy throne ! 
CONTRITIO. 








Anna.—A Fragment. 


SLOW mov’d the darken’d hearse 
Of once-lov’d Anna! Now, nor meets the eye, 

No look affectionate ; nor swelling sigh, 

Nor grief’s lorn language, greets the passing ear, 
Nor guilt, nor shame appals at Anna’s bier ! 





Soul-sear’d Lorenzo! but for thee, e’en now, 
With life and innocence and health’s fair brow 
Serene, stil! privileged—she yet had known 
lhose joys, those transports virtue calls her own 3 
Had known conjugal and maternal love, 

On earth had tasted half the joys above ! 


All earthly joys now forfeited, for thee, 
For thee, Lorenzo !—now thine Anna see 
Bereft of happiness. of hope, below ; 

ethaps, too, banish’d to eternal woe, 

eT crimes uncancell’d in a Saviour’s blood, 
Her soul unwelcom’d by a pard’ning God ! 


Ah no! her trembling tongue a Saviour’s namé 
Coniess’d. In death, repentant, dared proclaim 
— crimes, her bold transgression of his holy laws, 
“ef ence, reproachful, thee the guilty cause 
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Accus’d. Sweet “ mercy.” then, her only theme, 

Her rais’d affections soar’d beyond the dream 

Of earthly bliss, to where a Saviour’s voice, 

In love’s own thrilling accents, bids rejoice, 

Rejoice in Him, nor mourn offences pest, 

Rejoice, where myriads chaunt, * Him first—Him last” ! 


Such heav’n wrought pleasures. (thus debas’d, thus low, 
Thus lost. Lorenzo !) thou canst bever know ; 
Such guilt-forgiven raptures ne’er canst prove, 
Till deep repentance taste redeeming love ! 


Then, O beware ! death will not long delay ; 
Swift will the morning of that awful day, 
In thunders break, when thou alone must stand 
Before thy frowning Judge : nor his right hand 
Thy uncleans’d soul receive. 


Shrinks not thy spirit from a doom like this ? 
Then view thy forfeiture of earchly bliss ! 
See in life’s future, opening prospects fair, 
Some lovely object of thy dearest care, 
Some pledge, perhaps, of joys forever flown, 
A daughter, dawning into life. Unknown, 
Unfelt, unfeai’d all ill; her tender mind 
For lightest, sweetest, purest joys design’d. 


On this lov’d form, perhaps, some hidden eye 

Unihaliow’d rests ; awhile securely nigh, 

Iv ambush dark, th’ insidious hour to wait, 

(A mother’s anguish now for her tao late! 
‘Then fastens, swilt, the keenly-sharpen’d fangs 
Of * havock, spoil and ruin” ! Thus in pangs, 
Thy rending soul shall all-unpitied prove, 

For Anna’s fate, how bleeds parental love ! 


——aae 2 


1809, Donation to the Missionary Society of. Connecticut. 
April 17. Israel Brainard, contributed in new settlements $ ! : 


ED 4. Qe 


NOTICE. The Letter of Miss P—J —, and the account of her death 


were not received in season for publication the present month, ‘They 
shali be inserted in our next number. —— Ed, 





